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Iraq sends messages to Gulf states 

RIYADH (AP) — Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz on Tuesday paid 
lightning rails to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to deliver messages from 
President Saddam Hussein to their rulers. Mr. Aziz apparently was 
making the trips to explain Baghdad’s political and military strategy'in the 
ronfhct with Iran. Other Iraqi envoys were touring other member states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, whose heads of state are holding their 
annual summit conference on Saturday in Riyadh, with the developments 
of the Iran-Iraq war at the top of their agenda. The envoys left Baghdad 
after an overnight joint meeting of Baghdad's executive and party 
leadership under the chairmanship of the Iraqi president. The Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said the meeting dealt with the latest developments of the 
international situation and those related to U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598 in light of the outcome of the superpower summit. 
Diplomatic sources said Tuesday's Iraqi warplane attack on four 
supertankers at Iran's Larak Island in the Strait of Hormuz tSee story 
below) was part of the lraqi strategy to create pressure for action by the 
international community on getting the resolution implemented. 
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• : AMMAN (J.T.) — The Egyptian* 

Arabic daily A1 Ahram has 
V lamed His Majesty King Hussein 
is "the Man of 1987” in view of 
■ he King's untiring efforts to unify 
’-■•Arab ranks and his success in 
■ . dealing Arab atmospheres and 
. aying the foundations of Arab 
solidarity. In a special supple- 
neat issued on Tuesday, A! 
V . Ahram said King Hussein was 

• ’! behind the success of the extraor- 
. . linary Arab summit held in Am- 

nan last month. The paper de- 
.. bribed the Amman summit as 
, ; jne of the most remarkable 
• - " events in the Arab arena that 
:ook place in 1987. 

Sharaa in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Syrian Fore- 
i. j)[ jj . f gn Minister Farouk AI Sharaa 
“rirrived in Tehran on Tuesday. 

.. [lie official Islamic Republic 
4ews Agency, monitored in 
■ Nicosia, said Mr. Sharaa met with 
’rime Minister Hussein Mousavi 
. rut gave few details of their talks. 

. Vlitt errand, 
irrives in Djibouti 

DJIBOUTI (R) — French Presi- 
lent Francois Mitterrand arrived 
n Djibouti on Tuesday for a 
:4-hour visit, the first by a French 
lead of state since the small Red 
.•„Hjv - -lea state became independent 
:l "‘ ' '■ ■■ e iom France in 1977. Mr. Mirter- 
and, accompanied by a high- 
*vel delegation including De- 
;nce Minister Andre Giraud. 
tew into Djibouti’s Ambouli air- 
. . ort aboard an Air France Con- 

orde. escorted by five French air 
arce Mirage-3C fighters. The 
•Tench president was welcomed 
iv Djiboutian President Hassan 
jouled Aptidon and other gov- 
mment leaders. 

4. Yemeni leader 
isiting Pakistan 

l SLAMABAD (R) — North 
Yemeni President All Abdullah 
. -aleh had talks on Tuesday with 
'akistani President Mohammad 
lai UI Haa and Prime Minister 
4ohammaa Kh3n Junejo. No de- 
ails of their discussions were 

• tade public. A Pakistani govem- 
lent statement said they covered 
matters of mutual interest, par- 
■cularly the strengthening of bi- 
iteral relations.” Speaking at 
inner later. Mr. Saleh said his 
ilks with General Zia covered 
issues of international and re- 
ional importance," according to 
le official Pakistani news agency 
vPP. The North Yemeni leader 
rrived earlier for a three-day 
isit. 

Jyria calls for 
Lrab support in 
lefence against Israel 

•AMASCUS (R) — Syria called 
n all Arab states on Tuesday to 
- ready to defend it against 
raeli attack and urged them to 
ick the use of force against the 
:wish state. “The big challenge 
ring the Arab Nation in this 
ingerous phase requires more 
ian ever the return of Arab 
. . ilidarity to armed struggle 
jainst the Zionist enemy,” a 
atement from the ruling Arab 
aath Party said. 
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King, Gorbachev discuss peace efforts 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein held talks in 
Moscow on Tuesday with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev on the Iran-Iraq war and 
the Arab-Israeli conflict as well as the 
outcome of the Nov. 8-11 extraordinary Arab 
summit held in Amman. 


The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said that during the three- 
hour meeting . the King and Mr. 
Gorbachev emphasised the need 
for ending the seven-year-old war 
between Iran and Iraq through 
stepping up international efforts 
to enforce U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598. The two leaders 
also agreed on the urgent need to 
resolve the Middle East problem 
through convening an interna- 
tional" conference with the parti- 
cipation of the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council and all parties involved 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict, Petra 
said. 


His Majesty voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of Mr. Gorbachev's 
efforts that culminated in the 
superpower agreement to scrap 
intermediate-range nuclear mis- 
siles. The agreement was signed 
by Mr. Gorbachev and U.S. Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan at a summit 
in Washington on Dec. 8. 

The King's talks with the 
Soviet leader on the Gulf war 
coincided with a call by a senior 
Soviet official for a special meet- 
ing of the military chiefs of the 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council to hammer out a 
compromise approach to the 
Iran-Iraq war. 


Soviet leader hints at support 
for arms embargo on Iran 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev indicated on 
Tuesday that Moscow could be ready to consider the imposition of an 
arms embargo against Iran in line with U.N. efforts to bring an end 
to the Gulf war. 

Soviet Television said the issue of the Iran-Iraq war and the 
possible imposition of a U.N. arms embargo had been raised during 
the talks in Moscow between His Majesty King Hussein and Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

“The Soviet Union, continuing to work for the implementation of 
Resolution 598, is not against examining this question in the U.N. 
Security Council. But there are doubts whether those who call 
loudest for the embargo and at the same time were caught secretly 
supplying arms to Iran would observe it," the television quoted Mr. 
Gorbachev as saying. 

The Soviet news agency TASS quoted Mr. Gorbachev as telling 
the King that “every means" should be used for ending the war. 

“Clear-cut and concrete directives have been given to this effect to 
the Soviet representative at the United Nations." he said. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Vla- 
dimir Petrovsky told a press con- 
ference that the Soviet govern- 
ment would put forward a prop- 
osal for such a meeting, which 
will bring together the military 


chiefs of the U.S., the Soviet 
Union, Britain. China and 
France. The proposed meeting, 
Mr. Petrovsky said, can work out 
a compromise solution backed by 
the Soviet Union that will invoke 


Arabs, undaunted by massive Israek 
show of force, escalate violent protests 

Death toll mounts • Protesters attack Israeli army post 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Despite a massive show 
of force by the Israeli army aimed 
at quelling Palestinian demon- 
strations in the occupied territor- 
ies, the violence showed no signs 
of abating Tuesday as Israeli 
troops shot and killed an Arab 
protester and wounded at least 
seven others. 

Two other Palestinians also 
died of wounds suffered in a clash 
with troops on Monday, bringing 
the official death toll since Dec. I 
to 22. 

Israeli troops fired on protes- 
ters who burned tyres, erected 
barricades and hurled firebombs 
and stones in villages and refugee 
camps in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

At the Jabaliya refugee camp. 


a hotbed of Palestinian national- 
ism on the outskirts of Gaza City, 
a large group of protesters chant- 
ing anti-Israeli slogans attacked a 
military' post with rocks, an -army 
official said. The soldiers opened 
fire, killing one protester and 
wounding three, he said. 

Palestinian reports identified 
the dead protester as Khalid 
Shakel Hameid. 17, a Jabaliya 
resident. 

In other incidents, hospital 
officials said a 10-year-old girl 
was shot in the lung as she col- 
lected laundry on "the roof of 
home in the West Bank village of 
Yatta near Hebron. The Pales- 
tine Press Service said a 13-year- 
old boy was also wounded. The 
army said two protesters were 
wounded in Yatta. 


Others were wounded in the 
West Bank towns of Ithna and 
Jenin. 

The continued protests 
appeared to thwart a new strategy 
by Israeli officials, who dispatch- 
ed hundreds of extra troops intti 
the occupied territories Tuesday 
in an attempt to calm the protest. 

"We believe more troops and 
more presence have a calming 
effect." an army spokeswoman 
said before the violence began. 

The Israeli defence minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin, who toured the 
Gaza Strip Tuesday, staunchly 
defended the army's use of force 
and vowed tougher measures. 

Rabin also said Israel would 
step up measures such as arrests, 
detentions without trial and ex- 
pulsions. 


Israel has come under a hail of 
international criticism for its poli- 
cy' in the occupied territories. 

A foreign ministry official said 
Tu&dav authorities had obtained 
film from a European network 
showing an Arab strapped to the 
front of an army jeep, apparently 
to prevent stoning or firebomb 
attacks. He said authorities were 
seeking those responsible and 
suggested they would face "disci- 
plinary” action. 

Israeli officials were most dis- 
turbed by a sympathy strike 
staged by" the 750,000 Arabs in 
Israel. The one-day strike turned 
violent in normally peaceful 
towns and underlined the alliance 
between Israeli Arabs and the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Iraqi long-range blitz leaves 4 U.S. voices 
supertankers ablaze at Larak u ™sual 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
jet fiehters Tuesday bombed and 
set ablaze four supertankers, in- 
cluding the world's largest, in a 
long-range raid on Iran’s Larak 
Island oil terminal in the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Twenty-three tankers or freigh- 
ters have been hit this month by 
the two warring sides in the worst 
phase of the Iran-Iraq "tanker 
war.” 

The four "motherships" hit in 
the raid included the biggest 
tanker, the 564,739-ton Seawise 
Giant, said Gulf-based shipping 
executives and the London-based 
Lloyd’s shipping intelligence unit. 

The three other stricken vessels 
were identified as the 392,985-ion 
Cypriot- flag White Rose, the 
411.508-ton Liberian-flac World 
Petrobras. and the 45/,927-ton 


British-flag Burmah Enterprise. 

Shipping executives, quoted by 
AP, said a"t least three of the four 
tankers sustained extensive dam- 
age and unspecified casualties in 
the early afternoon attacks. 

The owners of the Burmah 
Enterprise said in London that 
the Iraqi bombing started a small 
fire on deck that was quickly put 
out, and there were no deaths or 
serious injuries among the 35 
crew. 

It was the second attack on the 
Seawise Giant, which was hit by 
the Iraqis last October in another 
long-range raid on Larak. 

""The Iraqi aircraft travelled 
1.21)0 kilometres, stabbed 
through Iranian defences and un- 
leashed the wrath of their shells 
on floating oil storage tanks." 
the Iraqi high command said in a 


communique broadcast by Bagh- 
dad Radio. 

It said the Iraqi “bombs fell 
directly on these floating tankers 
and ravaged them, set them on 
fire, and left them under thick 
clouds of smoke." 

On the ground warfront, a 
military spokesman in Baghdad 
said Iraqi troops killed at least 200 
Iranians ana wounded many 
more in repulsing an attack on 
Monday on the border some 120 
kilometres east of the capital. 

The attack followed two Ira- 
nian assaults on Saturday night 
and early Monday further to the 
south, east of the provincial cen- 
tre of Misan (Al Amarah). 

Iraq said on Monday night the 
Iranians had lost more than 3.200 
killed or wounded, while Iraqi 
casualties were given as only 40. 


Sudanese army retakes Kurmuk 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan said on Tuesday its troops 
had recaptured the town of Kur- 
muk on the border with Ethiopia’ 
nearly seven weeks after it was 
taken by rebels. 

State Radio Omdurman broke 
into normal programme to 
announce the capture of the town 
in Blue Nile province 600 
kilometres southeast of Khar- 
toum. , , , 

Kurmuk had fallen to rebels of 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Armv (SPLA) on Nov. 12. Ear- 
lier this month, the SPLA took 
the town of Gizen. also on the 
Ethiopian border in Blue Nile 
province. 

Khartoum said the rebel sei- 
zure of Kurmuk was only possible 
through direct Ethiopian military 
support. 


Radio Omdurman quoted a 
commuique issued on Tuesday by 
the armed forces general com- 
mand as saying government 
troops had wiped out the rebel 
force in Kurmuk. 

It said Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi, now on a six-day official 
visit to China, had congratulated 
army commander General Fawzi 
Ahmad Al Fade! on the victory. 

Reporting from Al Damazin, 
north of Kurmuk, the Sundan 
News Agency (SUNA) said peo- 
ple took to the streets in celebra- 
tion after Major-General Zein Al 
Abdeen Gismallah, commander 
of the army brigade involved, 
announced die border post's re- 
capture. 

Gen. Gismallah told SUNA 
that rebel defenders took major 
casualties in the battle for Kur- 


muk bur gave no figures. 

An afternoon broadcast over the 
clandestine radio station of the 
SPLA did not mention fighting in 
Kurmuk or Gizen. 

Broadcasting from Ethiopia 
and monitored in Khartoum, the 
radio reported that SPLA leader 
John Garang still was receiving 
messages of congratulations on 
Kurmuk's capture. 

The SPLA has foughr the gov- 
ernment since 1983 in the mainly 
Christian and animist south to 
topple the central government in 
the predominantly Muslim and 
Arabised north. 

The capture of Kurmuk was 
the SPLA's first important vic- 
tory outside the south since the 
civil war broke out. 

Sudan calls up reserves, Page 2. 


unusual 
criticism 
of Israel 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States called on Tues- 
day for an end to violence on the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in a statement that wa., 
unusually critical of Israel. 

“We view the continuing vio- 
lence in the occupied territories 
with serious concern.” said White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter. who added that President 
Ronald Reagan was personally 
involved in efforts to end it. 

The wave of anti-Israeli pro- 
tests have left 22 people dead in 
the last two weeks, according to 
official Israeli figures. 

“It is rime for both sides to step 
back from confrontation before 
there are more tragic casualties,” 
said Fitzwater, who condemned 
“violent demonstrations and 
‘riots’ on the one side” and 
"harsh security measures and ex- 
cessive use of live ammunition on 
the other.” 

His statement strongly sug- 
gested that the 20-year-old Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip was at the heart of the 
problem. 

“The effects of the occupation 
are not felt in the territories 
alone. They also damage the self- 
respect and world opinion of the 
Israeli people,” the presidential 
spokesman said. 

Fitzwater said Mr. Reagan was 
monitoring the situation very 
carefully and had been in com- 
munication "with Israel and some - 
of the Arab nations." 

He told reporters the U.S. was 
also in touch with Palestinian 

(Continued on page 3) 


sanctions against Iran for its re- 
fusal to accept Resolution 598 
and at the same time replace 
foreign warships in the Gulf with 
a U.N. naval task force. 

It was not immediately known 
whether the Soviet proposal was 
discussed by the King and Mr. 
Gorbachev during their talks on 
Tuesday. 

Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, accompanied 
by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 
Rova! Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem. Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri. Armed Forces Com- 
mander-in-Chief Held Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, Royal 
Jordanian Air Force Commander 
Brigadier General Ihsan Shur- 
dom and the assistant chief of 
planning and electronic warfare, 
began their state visit to the 
Soviet Union on Monday. 

The King, accompanied by 
Queen Noor and the Jordanian 
delegation, visited the Lenin 
Mausoleum and the Unknown 
Soldier's Monument and laid 
(Continued on page 3) 

Security 
Council 
votes on 
occupied 
territories 

UNITED NATIONS (R) - The 
Security Council, which has twice 
deferred action on c resolution 
criticising Israel’s handling of 
Arab protests in the occupied 
territories, was expected to vote 
on the issue on Tuesday. 

A U.N. spokesman said the 
council had scheduled a public 
session for 4.30 p.m. (2130 
GMT). 

A vote had been expected last 
Friday, and again on Monday, 
but was deferred on both occa- 
sions to allow more time for 
negotiations on the wording of 
the draft. 

The council had been expected 
to vote during a public session 
last Friday but deferred action 
while negotiations continued over 
the wording of a text. 

Council sources said members 
were considering a milder version 
of a resolution circulated last 
Friday. This would enable the 
United States to cast an absten- 
tion rather than use its veto. 

But the sources said the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), through its supporters on 
the council, were trying to 
toughen the wording again. 

Under the revised draft the 
council would "strongly de- 
plore” rather than “condemn" 
those Israeli policies and prac- 
tices "which violate the human 
rights of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories, and par- 
ticularly the opening of fire” re- 
sulting in the killing and wound- 
ing of civilians. 





His Majesty King Hussein with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev on 
Tuesday. 

Regent and Saudi leader 
discuss Arab situation and 
Palestinian protests 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, confers with 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz on Tuesday (Petra 
photo) 


Bv a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia paid a brief working 
visit to Jordan on Tuesday during 
which he and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Re- 
gent, reviewed the recent de- 
velopments in the region and 
means to further consolidate 
Arab solidarity. 

The Saudi leader's visit was the 
last leg of a trip he undertook in a 
bid widely seen as a concerted 
Saudi effort to speed up the 
process of normalisation of rela- 
tions between Iraq and Syria and 

E robe means to settle differences 
etween Syria and Egypt. 

Prince Abdullah arrived in 
Amman from Cairo after talks 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. He was received upon 
arrival by Crown Prince Hassan. 
His Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
Ibn Al Hussein. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Ghazi Ibn Moham- 
mad and senior officials 
including Cabinet members. 
The Regent and Prince Abdullah 
went into a closed meeting im- 
mediately and the focus of their 
discussions dealt with the current 
issues in the region and the recent 
developments on the Arab and 
Islamic arena, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

Later, the Regent and Prince 
Abdullah had an enlarged meet- 
ing which was attended by deputy 
chief of the Saudi National Guard 
Abdul Aziz A I Tuweijri and 
Court Minister Adnan Abu 


Odeh. Topics raised during the 
meeting tackled developments in 
the Arab World in light of the 
extraordinary Arab summit held 
in Amman last month. 

Petra said Prince Hassan and 
Prince Abdullah expressed their 
satisfaction with the "positive 
trends of Arab relations” and 
emphasised the determination of 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz to continue efforts 
aimed at further uniting Arab 
ranks and enhancing the basis of 
Arab solidarity. 

The Regent and Prince Abdul- 
lah also discussed the "important 
dimensions" of the ongoing Arab 
protests in the occupied" West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Tracing the 
reasons which led to the protests 
in the occupied territories, both 
leaders said the uprising was a 
narural Palestinian response to 
Israel’s "iron fist" policies. 

Prince Hassan also hosted a 
luncheon in honour of the Saudi 
guest. 

Prince Abdullah was accompa- 
nied by an official delegation 
comprising the chief of the crown 
prince's dfvvan. Nasser Al Rajihi. 
Abdul Mohsen Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
advisor to the crown prince, 
Hamad Al Hamoudi. private 
secretary to the crown prince, 
and Mohammad Al Tbeish, chief 
assistant at the protocol depart- 
ment. 

The Saudi crown prince was 
accorded an official welcoming 
and farewell ceremony at the 
Marka airport including a 19-gun 
salute. 


Over 2,000 believed dead 
in Philippines ferry disaster 


MANILA (Agencies) — Fisher- 
men dragged a four-vear-old boy 
from shark-infested Philippine 
waters on Tuesday two days after 
a ferry carrying him and more 
than 2.000 others sank in the 
world's worst peacetime shipping 
disaster, officials said. 

The boy, found clinging to a 
piece of wood off the coast of the 
central island of Mindoro, 
brought to 27 the number of 
survivors from Sunday night’s 
accident. 

Almost all aboard were feared 
dead after the Dona Paz ferry and 
a tanker collided, burst into 
flames and sank. 

“It’s a miracle. It s beyond 
imagination that he survived. 
Only God knows how," said 
Antonio Babijes of the Manila 
rescue coordination centre. He 
said rescuers had confirmed a 


report from the local governor’s 
office that the boy had been 
found. 

Jose Dino. radio operator in 
the governor's office, told AP 
that the boy was conscious and 
recounted how his father had 
placed him on the timber after 
the Dona. Paz sank. 

Twenty-six others were rescued 
by a passing vessel soon after the 
Dona Paz and the tanker Victor 
sank in flames. 

Eight bodies had washed up on 
Mindoro Island. Officials were 
having trouble identifying (hem 
because they had decomposed, 
reports said. 

President Corazon Aquino, in 
her first public statement on the 
accident, called it a "national 
tragedy of harrowing propor- 
tion." 

She promised government 


assistance to victims and their 
families, called on wealthy Filipi- 
nos to donate to a special relief 
fund and ordered an investigation 
into the accident. 

"Our sadness is all the more 
painful because the tragedy 
struck with the approacH of 
Christmas." Mrs. Aquino said in 
j statement. 

The government’s marine 
board of inquiry said hearings on 
the accident would begin next 
Monday. 

More than 2,000 people includ- 
ing hundreds of children, may 
have died when the Dona Paz, 
packed with poor Filipinos 
travelling to Manila for Christ- 
mas. sank late on Sunday night. 

The Manila rescue coordinat- 
ing centre said hundreds of vic- 
tims had probably been trapped 
in the Dona Paz. 



Home- Middle Eas t news 


S. Arabia rebukes Iran for 
refecting peace overtures 


KingFahd wants Gulf free from foreign intervention 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday rebuked Iran for rejecting Iraq’s 
peace overtures, and insisted that the Gulf region be 
free from foreign intervention. 


"Peace and stability in the Gulf 
are the responsibility of the Gulf 
peoples, and this can only be 
attained by developing indige- 
nous potentials that are capable 
of facing all changes" precipitated 
by the war in the region, he told 
the official Saudi Press Agency in 
an interview. 

King Fahd was obviouslv allud- 
ing to the presence of U.S., 
Soviet. British and other navy 
units in the Gulf waters. 

Saudi Arabia is the United 
States' staunchest Arab friend. 
But the Saudi monarch is known 
to prefer that all foreign powers, 
including the United States, stay 
away from the troubled region. 

Iran and Iraq have been at war 
since 19S0. The Tehran govern- 
ment of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini has made the removal 


of ihe Iraqi government and the 
branding of Baghdad as the 
aggressor as a condition to end 
the war. 

Saudi Arabia has been at log- 
gerheads with Iran over its 
avowed objective of “exporting” 
Khomeini's Islamic Revolution to 
Arab countries along the Guif 
region. 

The United States sent 
warships to the region mainly at 
Kuwait's behest, to protect" 11 
Kuwaiti tankers reflagged with 
the U.S. flag against attacks by 
Iranian gunboats. U.S. Navy 
ships escort the U.S. -flag Kuwaiti 
tankers throughout the Gulf. 

King Fahd praised the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) as a 
solidarity framework for the eco- 
nomic integration and combined 
defence of its six member coun- 


Arms sales to Iran continued under Chirac’ 


PARIS (R) — Secret French 
arms sales to Iran have apparent- 
ly continued in the 21 months 
since Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac took office, despite gov- 
ernment pledges to the contrary, 
Le Monde newspaper said on 
Tuesday. 

The daily said an investigation 
in Portugal by a team of reporters 


indicated weapons and explosives 
exported to that country in 1986 
and 1987 were funnelled instead 
to Tehran. 

Two French companies already 
accused of arms trafficking, 
Luchaire Sa and state-owned 
National Powder and Explosives 
Company (SNPEh supplied Iran 
by using false end-user certifi- 


cates giving the destination of the 
munitions as Portugal, the paper 
said. 

The allegations follow weeks of 
damaging political scandal for 
France's opposition Socialists, ac- 
cused of dabbling in arms sales to 
Iran while at the helm of govern- 
ment from early 1981 until the 
conservative electoral victory. 


passengers identify hijack suspect 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 
passengers heW hostage in Beirut 
after the 1985 hijacking of a 
TWA jetliner identified 
Lebanese suspect Fawaz Younis 
as one of their guards, the gov- 
ernment has said. 

Younis is in U.S. custody on 
charges he led the June 11. 19S5, 
hijacking of another plane, a 
Royal Jordanian airliner. 

Younis helped guard some of 
(he 3? TWA passengers held hos- 
ts^, foi* 17 days after Flight' 847 
wps‘ .hijacked , from Athens to 
Beirut, according to coun papers 
obtained Monday. 

U.S. Navy diver Robert Dean 
Stethem was beaten and shot to 
death while Flight 847 was at 
Beirut International Airpen. 

Younis* role as -a guard of 
TWA hostages was detailed in 
new court papers filed by pro- 
secutors charging him with lead- 
ing the hijacking and destruction 
of the Jordanian jetliner. 

The Jordanian plane was seized 
in Beirut three days before the 
TWA jetliner was hijacked while 
takina off from Athens on June 
14. 1985. 

One former TWA hostage told 
the FBI that Younis “was armed 


with a silver-coloured automatic 
handgun, and appeared to be in 
charge of the other guards,” 
according to the court mine. 

, “At one point in the living 
room of the apartment, the hos- 
tages asked this same guard when- 
they might be allowed to go 
home. He replied, in English, 
‘maybe today, maybe tomorrow, 
maybe never,’ pointing the sil- 
ver-coloured handgun at the hos- 
tages as he spoke.” 

Leafing through -a copy of 
Noysjvpek magazine while in.cus : . 
tody, -the hostage spotted Younis 
in a jjpoup photograph of the 
Jordanian airliner hijackers, the 
brief said. 

The Newsweek photograph 
showed the hijackers standing in 
from of the wreckage of the 
Jordanian plane, which “the wit- 
ness had earlier observed on the 
runway at Beirut International 
Airport." according to the govern- 
ment’s memo. 

“The witness annotated the 
magazine with his identification 
of the defendant in that group 
photograph and turned it over to 
the FBI when he was first inter- 
viewed on July 1. 19S5, im- 
mediately upon his release from 


captivity,” prosecutors said. 

A member of the Shi'ite Amal 
militia. Younis bragged to TWA 


militia, Younis bragged to l wa 
hostages that he had blown up the 
Jordanian aircraft, according to 
the court papers. 

The TWA hostages were held 


in apartments throughout Beirut 
until thev were escorted to the 


until they were escorted to the 
Syrian border by Shi'ite Amal 
militiamen and released in 
Damascus. 

Nabih Berri, leader of the 
Shr’ite Amal militia- and- Leba- 
non^. , minister of justice.-.-.has 
taken credit for negotiating the 
release of the 39 TWA hostages, 
who were among 153 passengers 
and crew members aboard the 
plane when it was seized. Mr. 
Berri had said the hostages were 
under his custody during the 
negotiations. 

The Justice Department has 
previously revealed that Younis 
told FBI agents that Mr. Berri 
ordered the hijacking of the 
Jordanian airliner to pressure the 
Arab League to move Palesti- 
nian refugees from Lebanon. 

Younis was arrested in Septem- 
ber after he was lured onto a 
FBI-chartered yacht in interna- 
tional waters off Cyprus. 


Sudan 
calls up 


tries — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain. Qatar and Oman. 

The GCC is to convene its 
regular annual summit confer- 
ence in Riyadh on Dec. 26, when 
the leaders are to examine the 
latest developments in the Iran- 
Iraq conflict and its spillovers on 
the Gulf Arab countries. 

The GCC countries, ostensibly 
neutral in the protracted war, 
have been suffering on account of 
frequent Iranian attacks on Guif 
tanker lanes. 

The Tehran leadership has 
threatened to make the Gulf ship- 
ping routes insecure for all coun- 
tries of the region, unless Iraq 
ceased it air attacks on Iran's 
tanker lanes. 

King Fahd praised Iraq for 
accepting the U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 598 which 
calls for a negotiated end to the 
Gulf war. 

“But Iran bears the responsi- 
bility and consequences of insist- 
ing to carry on this war,” the king 
told the agency. 


army 

reserves 


were being called up “to support 
the armea forces ... (and) so they 


the armed forces ... (and) so they 
are behind the armed forces in 
operations to take back the posi- 
tions that the rebels have occu- 
pied in southern Sudan.” 

The mainly Christian and 
animist southern rebels took up 
arms in 1983 against the Muslim 
•majority government in the 
north, demanding economic and 
administrative reforms. 


Somalia 

reshuffles 

cabinet 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somali 
President Mohammad Siad Barre 
named nfew' ministers of foreign 
affairs^flnance '-and-defence -on 
Tuesday':* 

He moved his influential half- 
brother, Abdurahman Jama Bar- 
re, from foreign affairs to finance 
and made former Finance Minis- 
ter Mohammad Sheikh Osman 
minister without portfolio. 

The replacement of Sheikh Os- 
man followed a decision last 
September to abolish the fort- 
nightly foreign exchange auctions 
begun last year with the backing 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The new foreign minister in the 
shuffled and smaller cabinet is 
Mohammad Ali Hamud, pre- 
viously minister of state for fore- 
ign affairs. 
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Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
j.m.-S.UO p.m. (Fridays jnd official 
holidays IU.U0 a.m. io 4.00 p.m ). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Coma ms a- 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
l^tb Ccnturv orientalist artists. Munta- 


* An art exhibition by Samir Masheh 
at (he Spanish Cultural Centre - Jabal 
Amman (until Dec. 31). 
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6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
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* An art exhibition entitled "The 
Architect of Mamluk Jerusalem" at the 
Jordan National Gallcrv of Fine Arts 
in cooperation with the British Council 
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Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
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Si. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Chure.i (Rattan Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 6C5757. 
Terrasania Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. mcci every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 62236b 

Church of (he Annunciation I Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 67S9Q6, 
chaplains residence tel. 60(359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Td 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 


Si. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 77(751. 


MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 


ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 


i.ni ■ 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. • 6:00 
a.m. Gated on Friday. 


p.m. Gated on rrtday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. A' bo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash |4tb to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. .Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 6517W. 


dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 77(751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m.. Rev. N. 
Smir. (ei. 811295 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at (he 

Good Shepherd's Church) 
Inicnlcnominaiional-ccumcnical En- 
glish Service: Saturday at 6:30 p.m. tel. 
822605. Rev. Veil. 

The Church of Jesus Christ aT Latter- 
Day Saiqts (Mormon) Tel. S15817. 
R2f2M. 
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Hostages face bleak Christmas in Lebanon p 

By Hala Jaber . . hofhj M 

Reuter Rev. Weir spent much of his 16 !d s be hurt un i ess Israeli Thatcher made her stand on the - 

B fT^ efo rs es 

?L^ b 5 n “ And and Gaza Strip terrorists only leads to mole tit V; 




CAIRO (AP) — The Sudanese 
government is calling up anny 
reserves to back up regular troops 
as they fight to regain strategic 
towns held by southern rebels, a 
senior official says. 

Ahmad Al Mirghani, head of 
Sudan's five-member Slate Coun- 
cil, which acts as president, said 
Monday the government is orga- 
nising a national conference "on 
general mobilisation to put down 
the rebellion in southern Sudan. 

He was quoted by Egypt's 
state-run Middle East News 


Agency (MENA) in a dispatch 
from the Sudanese capital Khar- 


from the Sudanese capital Khar- 
toum. 

On Nov. 12, guerrillas of the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) captured the strategic 
town of Kurmuk, close to the 
Ethiopian border. They pushed 
northward and occupied the Blue 
Nile town of Gizen, some SO 
miles south of the village of Al 
Damazin and Rose ires Dam and 
reservoir, Sudan’s major electric- 
ity supplier and an important 
water source. 

AJ Damazin seems to be their 
target, but the government has 
vowed to take back the towns. 

Mr. Mirghani said reserves 


BEIRUT— The foreign hostages 
of Lebanon face the Christian 
season of peace and goodwill with 
heart-rending memories of 
Christmas past and uncertain 
prospects for the New Year. 

American Pastor Reverend 
Benjamin Weir, freed in west 
Beirut 15 months ago, recalled in 
his book Hostage Bound Hostage 
Free the pain of Christmas in 
captivity far from family and 
friends. 

“I greeted the morning of 
Christmas with my own quiet 
carolling, thinking of the only 
way I had to celebrate. 

“I recalled past Christmas with 
my family and longed to be with 
them on this day of all days. The 
pain is worse thinking of how 
loved relatives must feel,” he 
wrote. 

At least 24 foreigners remain 
missing, believed kidnapped, in 
Lebanon. They include nine 
Americans, five French nation- 
als, three Britons, three Iranians 
and one hostage each from West 
Germany, Ireland, Italy and 
India. 

For 10 of the Westerners, Dec. 
25 will mark their third Christmas 
in captivity. The Iranians have 
been missing since 1982. 

Rev. Weir, like six hostages 
still missing, was held by the 
pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad (holy 
war) group. 

He writes in bis book of how 


Sept. 16, 1986. 

Americans Terry Anderson 
and Thomas Sutherland and 
Frenchmen Jean Paul Kauff- 
mann, Marcel Carton, Marcel 
Fontaine and Michel Seurat 
either remain with the pro-Ira- 
nian Islamic Jihad or are dead. 

“I demand that Michel Seurat 
be released with the others. I 
demand that my husband comes 
home with the others — standing 
or in a coffin,” Marie Seurat, 
whose husband Islamic Jihad said 
was “executed” last February, 
told French Radio Bleue. 

The body of the 38-year-old 
researcher has oot been found. 

“But he has to come back 
home. It can’t go on like this. We 
have been living in desperation 
for two years now. The family is 
on the verge of madness. We 
cannot live two years in doubt,” 
his wife said. 

The families of an Indian and 
three other American hostages 
are spending this Christmas in 
torment because of a threat last 
week from the Islamic Jihad for 
the Liberation of Palestine (ULP) 
to harm its prisoners. 

"We thought we will be receiv- 
ing a statement to announce their 
release... instead we received a 
threat,” Firyal Polhill, wife of 
53-year-old Robert Polhill, told 
Reuters as she wept. 

The IJLP also holds Americans 


and Gaza Strip. terrorists omy ieaos to more kit 

All the wives could do was cappings and more violence." 
issue another appeal for their Such a pojcy was supported I 


release. 

Bearded and haggard. Polhill 


Such a policy was supported by/- 
Church of England envoy Tern V 
Waite. 48. who disappeared in ■ 


looked frightened — he had two mainly Muslim west Beirut last '■'* 
sub-machineguns pointed at his Jan. 20 on a mission to win the - 
head. The other picture showed freedom of American hostages. : 


Turner, who has never seen his 
five-month-old daughter Joan. 
“We want them back," said 


As Mr. Waite spends his fhst ' 
Christmas in captivity, a spokes. . 
man for Lambeth Palace in Lon. •; 


Turner’s wife, Badr, choking don said his family “will be celeb- : 
back tears. ‘T think she has to see rating a very quiet Christmas - 


his kidnappers relented on Jesse Turner, 39, Alann Steen, 
Christmas Day 1985 and allowed 48, and Indian Mithileshwar 


him and his fellow American cap- 
tives to admiie a yule log cake 
before giving them a piece, a 
plate of fruit and a bottle of 


Singh, 60. Gunmen disguised as 
police seized them from Beirut 
University College on Jan. 24. 
Photographs of Polhill and 


her father at least to know him. 
We wish they are okay and are 
together at Christmas." 

“I am sure he is full of ques- 
tions as to why he is still a hostage 
and is constantly dreaming and 
thinking about how I am carrying 
on my life with our daughter." 
she added. 

In the run-up to Christmas, 
Beirut newspapers and magazines 
raised the hopes of despairing 
relatives by saying some of the 
hostages, including the three 
Frenchmen, will soon be free. 

But there has been no con- 
firmation. 

There has been no word at all 
on some of the abductions. 

"It’s hard to describe my feel- 
ings. But I don't really see any 
prospect for his release in the 
near future,” said Jill Morrell, 
fiance of Briton John McCarthy, 
seized on the way to Beirut air- 
port on April 17, 1986. 

"A release doesn't just come 
out of the blue, but through 
months of dialogue and, after 20 
months I think what the British 
government has been doing is 


iwiius “ 1 vsAiiiaitu OS, - 

together. They wish to have it 
that way." 

He said Archbishop of Canter. '. •. 
bury Robert Runcie would men- ' 
non Mr. Waite in his Christmas ; - 

sermon at Canterbury Cathedral, 
“conscious that at the same occa- 
sion a year ago Terry was in the 
congregation.” 

The" rector of St. Bride's ■ ' 
Church in London plans one mi- 
nute of silence on New Year’s - ' 
Eve and an all-night vigil to light ' 
almost 200 candle’s, one for every ' ' 
five days Mr. Waite and Mr. * ;; 
McCarthy have been held. 

In Paris, Kauffman's wife Joet- 
le planned to spend Christmas in ' ' 
a hotel in west Beirut on her third ' : 
annual pilgrimage to the' 
Lebanese capital to be closer to ' ' 
her husband and fry to contact 
him. * 

It was not clear if Marie Seurat • 
would accompany Joelle as usual. - '• 

Criticising leaders of France for -. 
what she considers their inaction, / - 
Marie said: “This government . ‘ 
has forgotten that this dead man - ~ 
left befiind a mother, a wife and 
two daughters.” 


KaddoumirGaza, West Bank protest part of plan 


ABU DHABI (R) — A senior 
PLO official has criticised Arab 
states for their “slow” response 
to the unrest in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories which he said was 
planned as far back as April. 

Farouk Kaddoumi. head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Political Department, 
said in an interview the protest 
demonstrations in West Bank and 
Gaza Strip were part of a plan 
laid down by the Palestine 
National Council at its meeting in 
Algiers last April." ' ' ” 


“Arab reaction is slow and falls 
short of the required level,” he 
told the United Arab Emirates 
newspaper Al Ittihad. 

Both Mr. Kaddoumi and PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat also called 
last week for United Nations in- 
tervention in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said in the Al 
Ittihad interview Egypt would 
probably eventually abandon its 
1979 peace treaty with Israel - 
which led to most Arab states 
boycotting T^airo. ' r " ‘ 


“Egypt feels that such peace is 
imposed on her, and this makes 
us confident that Cairo will even- 
tually abandon the Camp David 
agreement.” 

Nine Arab nations have res- 
tored diplomatic links with Egypt 
since the Arab summit in Amman 
last month and Mr. Kaddoumi 
said the PLO wanted its full 
return to the Arab fold. 

"But it is Egypt which can 
deride this return and resume its 


Christmas 
cards urge 
release of 
professors 


SCO- '--" 


leading role in the Arab sfrug- 


Kennedy starts Gulf fact-fiddlng tour 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
U.S. Sen. Edward Kennedy met 
Bahrain ruler Sheikh Isa Ibn Sal- 
man Al Khalifa Tuesday as part 
of a fact-finding tour of the Gulf 
region during which he will make 
Christmas calls on U.S. warships 
stationed in the area. 

Sen. Kennedy, a Democrat for 
Massachusetts, later told the Gulf 
News Agency that he listened. to 
the views of the emir on develop- 
ments in the troubled Gulf region 
as well as issues of common in- 
terest. 

He said his Gulf tour was 
aimed at acquiring a "first-hand” 


assessment of the situation. He 
hailed the bilateral relations be- 
tween the United States and the 
central Gulf island state. 

The tour includes a day in 
Bahrain, a day in Oman, and a 
day in Kuwait, three of the Arab 
neighbours of waning Iraq and 
Iran, before departing for home 
late Christmas Day. 

The talks in the three Gulf 
Arab states, one in tbe central 
Gulf and one each at the northern 
and southern ends of the water- 
way, are interspersed by diverse 
visits by Sen. Kennedy to U.S. 
Navy warships that are present 


inside and outside the Gulf 
waterway. 

Basically, he is planning to 
spend Christmas Eve and a large 
part of Christmas Day with navy- 
men but the selection of warships 
that he would call upon has not 
been disclosed. 

The warship visits were to start 
with a meeting later Tuesday with 
Adm. Harold" Bemsen, comman- 
der of the 1 1-U.S. Middle East 
Force aboard his command vessel 
La Salle. The force patrols the 
1,000-kilometre Gulf waterway. 


Battleship groups are stationed 
outside the Gulf. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese stu-,' 
dents issued Christmas card; 
appeals in Beirut on Tuesday for 
the release of four kidnapped', 
university professors. 

"Season's greetings, release '; 
ohr profesiwrs;" said- the ' cards, _ 
’dStnbuted bV'stiicfentt 6'f'®k’.. : ; 
University College (BUC) toT«- 
al and international media ir' : 
mainly Muslim west Beirut. ’ 

A clandestine organisation cal-; 
led Islamic Jihad for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine claimed the kid- * 
napping of Alann Steen, 48;' 
Robert Polhill, 53. Jesse Turaei; • 
39, and 60-year-old Mithileshwar ’• 
Singh. 

The kidnappers, who deman -2 
ded the release of 400 Arabs Cron* - 
Israeli jails in return for the pro " 
fessors' freedom, warned last Fri- 
day they would hurt their captives 1 
unless Israel curbed its action:: 
against Palestinian protesters ii v 
the Israeli-occupied territories o' 
Gaza and the West Bank. ; : 
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It will be cloudy to doudv. with 
chances for scattered showers' associ- 
. ated with thunder activities ai times. A 
drop in temperature is expected. 
Winds will be southwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy, with 
chances for thundershowers. Winds 
will be southerly moderate and rough 
seas. 
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King, Gorbachev hold talks 

(Continued from page 1) Soviet ambassador to Jordan, 

Mr. Alexander Zinchuk. 

wreaths there. Mr, Masri held a round “of 

After the ceremonies King separate talks with Soviet Foreign 
Hossein and Queen Noor met at Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
[ their residence at the Kremlin on Jordanian-Soviet relations and 




' Palace with the heads of Arab 
'' and foreign diplomatic missions 
. in the Soviet Union and their 
wives. The diplomats welcomed 
v die King and wished him success 
in his efforts for implementing 
the resolutions of the Amman 
- summit meeting, Petra said. 

Mr. Rifai held a round of tallrt 
with his Soviet counterpart Nico- 
lai Ryzkhov on Tuesday on the 
. situation in the Middle East, the 
. ongoing efforts to convene an 
! international peace conference 
. on the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
. Iran-Iraq war and efforts to find 
.. settlement to the war in line with 
Resolution 598. 

Petra said the Jordanian and 
. Soviet views on the Middle East 
conflict and the Gulf war were 
* identical. 

Mr. Rifai and the Soviet prime 
minister also discused bilateral 
relations and agreed to set up a 
joint committee to meet in Am- 
man and Moscow to expand 
cooperation in the fields of trade 
and economy and joint projects. 

The meeting was attended by 
Mr. Qasem, Mr. Masri, Field 
Marshal Sharif Zaid, and the 
Jordanian ambassador to the 
Soviet Union, Mr. Faleh Tawil. 

: On the Soviet side, the meeting 
was attended by the ministers of 
defence and trade and a deputy 
prime minister, a deputy foreign 
minister and the chairman of the 
Soviet Economic Cooperation 
Committee, the head of the Fore- 
"ign Ministry's Middle East and 
: Africa Department and the 


topics related to nuclear disarma- 
ment. 

Mr. Masri expressed Jordan’s 
appreciation of the Soviet Un- 
ion’s efforts which were crowned 
with the conclusion of the Dec. 8; 
treaty on the removal of nuclearl 
missiles. 

Both ministers, according to 
Petra, praised the revolt of the 
Arab people in the occupied ter- 
ritories and described the situa- 
tion as dangerous. 

Mr. Masri and Mr. Shevard- 
nadze emphasised the need for 
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict 
through an international peace 
conference and also called tor an 
end to the Gulf conflict and the 
implementation of U.N. resolu- 
tions on the two problems. 

The meeting was attended by 
Ambassador Tawil and Mr. Yuli 
Poliakov, director of the Middle 
East desk at the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry as well as Ambassador 
Zinchuk. 

Also on Tuesday, Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker met 
with Marshal Yazov, the Soviet 
defence minister, and discussed 
Jordanian-Soviet cooperation in 
military affairs. 

The meeting resulted In the 
formation of joint military com- 
mittees, which held their first 
meeting Tuesday afternoon. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
watched a musical play per- 
formed at Bolshoi Theatre Tues- 
day evening. Mr. Gromyko and 
his wife and senior Soviet officials 
also attended the play. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Committee discusses Arab Child Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Last October’s celebrations marking Arab 
Child Day were reviewed at a meeting here Tuesday by a 
committee in charge of preparing for the celebrations formed by 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF). The committee chaired 
by Mr. Thihni Ra’fat also discussed the publication of a special 
pamphlet on Arab Child Day and activities carried out on the- 
occasion and also the formation of committees to supervise such 
activities in Amman and other regions of the Kingdom. The 
preparatory committee comprises 25 members representing gov- 
ernment institutions and private organisations concerned with 
children's affairs in the country. 

Exhibition of stamps opens tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — An exhibition of Jordanian and Soviet 
stamps will be opened Thursday at the Ministry of Communica- 
tions in Amman. The exhibition is being organised by the 
Ministry of Communications in cooperation with the Soviet 
Cultural Centre. Minister of Communications Muhieddin AI 
Husseini will open the week-long exhibition which marks His 
Majesty King Hussein's current visit to the Soviet Union. 

Jordanian, Iraqi officials discuss labour 
ties 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Mr. Samir Qarden, secretary general of 
the Jordanian Federation of Labour Unions met here Tuesday 
with Mr. Fadel Mahmoud Gharib, chairman of the Iraqi 
Federation of Labour Unions and discussed with him bilateral 
cooperation in labour-related affairs. The two officials also 
looked into means of coordinating their unions’ stands at various 
Arab and international conferences and meetings and discussed 
cooperation in confronting external dangers to" Arab labourers 
and Arab people in general. 

Egyptian delegation visits Jerash 

JERASH (Petra) — A delegation from cooperative organisations 
in Egypt now on a visit to Jordan visited Jerash Tuesday and met 
with leaders of cooperatives there. The 33-member delegation 
also toured a number of agricultural cooperatives and were 
briefed on the work of cooperative organisations in the Jerash 
district. Later the delegation met with a society in charge of 
poultry sector in Jerash and were briefed on the development of 
the society's services and programmes. 


Cabinet approves higher fine 
to reconnect electric power 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Tuesday approved an increase to 
JD 2.5 of power reconnecting 
charges to be levied from defaul- 
ter subscribers. The extra charge, 
to be collected as of the beginning 
of 1988, is n .p from 500 fils. 

The Cabinet decision said that 
the electricity authority will offer 
subscribers a month to pay bills' 
after which the current mil be 
disconnected and the subscribers 
will pay the JD 2.5 fine for 
reconnection. 

. The Cabinet also fanned Jor- 
dan’s delegation to the meetings 
of the Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development due to 
open in Khartoum on Dec. 26. 


Officials review social work 
activities in Irbid Governorate 

IRBID (Petra) — Social develop- and their demands and nee< 


meat activity in Irbid governorate 
was reviewed here Tuesday by 
Dr. Mohammad Souqur, under 
secretary of the Ministry of Social 
Development and Mr. Zaki Tal, 
director of ’the social develop- 
ment department in Irbid Gov- 
ernorate. 

Later, Dr. Souqur met with 
heads of social organisations with 
whom he discussed the prospect of 
establishing an organisation for 
the care of orphans and homeless 
children aged between 12 and 18. 
There is no institution of this kind 
in Irbid Governorate at present 
nor is there any home for the old. 
Dr. Souqur noted. 

Dr. Souqour later toured a 
number of social development 
institutions in the governorate 
and was briefed on their work 
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Indian film week offers a refreshing change 


Ministry completes building 
four new schools in Karak 


‘ ^ > By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Indian - film 
* ’ r \ \ ’ reek scheduled to begin here on 
Saturday appears specifically 
. limed at showing there is more to 
Indian cinema than the typical 
. -uu-of-the-mill thrillers and 
•oman tic tragicomedies that reg- 
llarly find their way to the movie 
louses in town. 

• In fact, all the six movies to be 
-creened at the Royal Cultural 
: Centre (RCC) from Saturday are 
' what could be described as “off- 
seat, new-era” films, steering a 
:lear .course away from the 
" online boy-meets-gjrl-then-com- 
s-the-villain theme that domin- 
ates a good past, of the 1,000-odd 
novies churned out every year by 
indian -film makers. 

For one thing, none of the stars 
n the six films, except for Shaba- 
la Azmi — “the queen on 
ragedy in contemporary Indian 
• 3nema” — is that well-known 
wtside India to compete with 
jig-time names such as Amitabh 
Bachhan, Shashi Kapoor, Mithun 
2hakravorthy or Dharmendra 
- unong the male hi-man type 
leroes or Zee oat Am an, Parveen 
_ JJhabi or Hema Malini from the 

typically coy Indian film 

) \ i '•aeioines. However, it doesn’t 
1 any of the sax films are any 

“ ess popular. If anything, all of 

hem are award winners for the 
inesse and delicate but direct 
ipproach life in its raw form in a 
and of apparent mysteries and 
©rial contradictions. 

D.S. criticises 
Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

eaders in- the occupied territor- 
es. But he refused to identity 
hem. 

“We are actively involved in 
iiplomatic discussions on this 
natter. We are reviewing it with 
v number of parties,” Fitzwater 
aid. 

He said that U.S. officials in 
contact with Israel bad expressed 
\ wncern about the use of live 
unmimition to quell the protests 
md .suggested tnat “rubber bill- 
ets or some other means,” were 
^referable. 

The State Department warned 
Wricans on Monday that they 
:ould be in danger if they 
ravelled to the Israeli-occupied 
^territories. 

State Department spokes- 
j - “v, roman Phyllis Oakley took note 
} L * ' " the violence and urged Amer- 

„ t cans visiting die area to exercise 
Station. 

M We continue to be deeply 
jrieved by the violence tbat has 
esulted in loss of life and injniy 
n die West Bank, Gaza and East 
r erusalem,” Mrs. Oakley told re- 
porters. 

Mrs. Oakley noted that an 
tdvisory warning Americans ab* 
wt travel to the occupied terri- 
ories was issued in March 1982 
ind remains in effect 


Judging from the crowds that 
pack the Amman movie houses 
whenever Indian films are shown 
and from the heavy demand for 
video-taped films from the sub- 
continent, it is no secret that 
Hindi movies are favourites for a 
very good part of the Jordanian 
audience. But rarely does a no- 
holds-barred realistic film that 
thrusts hard-core life into focus 
ever come to town, perhaps be- 


as the most talented Indian ac- 
tress of today. 

The second is Mohan Joshi 
Hazir Ho, starring Nasereddin 
Shah, a budding youth who hit 
headlines for his sensitive and 
convincing portrayals of contras- 
tingly varying roles in the early 
1980s. His performance as the 
central character as Mohan Joshi 
does more than justice to his 
fame as one of those Indian 


cause it will definitely be lacking -actors who are at borne in any 
the essential spice that make role. The movie itself, directed by 


.watching an Indian movie a plea- 
sure for most foreign audiences 
— tantalising music scores, col- 
ourful background, glimpses of 
what would be weird rituals to the 


Saeed Akhtar Mena, a relatively 
unknown name in Indian film 
circles, is a satire on the red-tape 
and legal proceedings in the Indi- 
an judiciary system. It deals with 


outside world and above all, the ; the sometimes bitter, sometimes 
director’s imagination running humourous of a retired clerk who 
wild, accepting no known bound- seeks legal recourse against a 


aries even to fantasy. 

Those who expect stories of 
loug-lost brothers meeting for a 
happy ending or heroes singing 
open-throated romantic lines 
from tree-tops will definitely be 
disappointed with the six films to 
be shown at the RCC. But, at the 
same time, for those whom life in 
India always holds out an element 
of mystery and surprise, the cellu- 
loid reels that will unfold at the 
RCC offer more than an eyeful. 

It is difficult to single out any of 
the six — four of them in Hindi, 
one in Oriya and the last one in 
Kannada but all subtitled in Ara- 
bic — are outstanding among 
themselves since each has its own 
style and class and conveys a 
different theme and message. 

The first is Khandar (Ruins), 
directed by Mrinal Sen. one of 
the most well-known Indian 
directors in the “new cinema." 
Built around a girl and her mem- 
ory fantasies based on her devo- 
tion to a lost lover, the film also 
draws a parallel between the girl’s 
self-induced suffering of what she 
perceives as a discarded life and 
the ruins that provide the back- 
drop to the scene. A superb 
performance by Shabana Azmi 
who more than justifies her fame 


wrong. 

The Oriyan film, Maya Mirigya 
(The Mirage) directed by Nishad 
Mahapatra, takes the audience to 
a small town in the eastern Indian 
state of Orissa and depicts the 
struggles of an elderly schoolmas- 
ter torn by the gradual but inevit- 
able process of disintegration of a 
middle class joint family and tra- 
ditional values, away from the 
flashy film sets of Bombay — 
“India’s Hollywood” — Maya 
Mirigya gives a rare insight to 
how fife is in a semi-rural, semi- 
urban Indian town. 

But Janam (Birth) brings you 
back right into the world of film 
making in Bombay. Kumar 
Gaurav, another youngster in the 
Indian film scene today, plays the 
central role as an illegitimate son 
whose film-director father balks 
at acknowledging him in public 
but does so when the son proves 
himself to be a better director 
than himself. Originally made a 
television series, Janam is 
another refreshing change from 
big-time actors. 

The fourth Hindi movie in the 
offing is Tyagapatra. Very little 
of the movie is known, but judg- 
ing the nature of the other five to 
be screened, it should be one 


along the same cast as an off-beat 
movie, if only because it lacks the 
aura and publicity that accompa- 
nies most products of the Indian 
studios. 

The six aud last film is 
Dangeyedda Makkalu in Kanna- 
da, the language of the southern 
Indian state of Karnataka. It 
tackles the story of four children 
inmates of an orphanage who set 
out to find the person who sup- 
ports the orphanage and to in- 
form him of mismanagement at 
the orphanage and team up with a 
boy who bad escaped from his 
kidnappers. The story ends 
happily with the donor being 
found and a happy reunion at the 
orphanage. 

The Indian film week is the 
first of its kind to be organised in 
Jordan in seven years. It is orga- 
nised by the Jordan-India 
Friendship Society in cooperation 
with the Embassy of India. It will 
be inaugurated by Minister of 
Higher Education Nassersddine 
Al Assad on Saturday when 
Khandar will be screened for 
invitees only. Admission is free to 
all the next five films which are 
scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. at 
the RCC. 


KARAK (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Education has completed work 
on a number of school buildings 
in Karak Governorate in the 
course of its drive to make avail- 
able sufficient school premises 
and end its dependence on rented 
buildings. 

Education director Hani Maha- 
mid said that during 1987 his 
department opened four schools 
which cost a total of JD 
2,348381; and the inauguration 
of these premises took place dur- 
ing the country’s celebration of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 52nd 


birthday last month. 

The schools were a vocational 
training centre for boys, a secon- 
dary school for girls, a prepara- 
tory school for girls ana an 
elementary school, all folly pro- 
vided with facilities, workshops, 
classrooms, laboratories, play- 
grounds and other utilities, Mr. 
Mabamid said. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Education is currently building 
seven annexes to existing schools 
to provide facilities for libraries, 
laboratories and additional 
classes. 


Committee reviews comprehensive 
plan for Greater Amman area 


AMMAN (Petra) — A technical 
committee formed by Greater 
Amman Municipality expects the 
population of the capital to reach 
two million by the year 2005 and 
proposes in a report a number of 
measures to update services for 
the growing population. 

The committee’s report was 
reviewed Tuesday by the commit- 
tee members at a meeting chaired 
by Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ea’ouf Al Rawabdeh. 


The committee also looked 
into a plan for comprehensive 
development for the Greater 
Amman region, which will entail 
integrated municipal and public 
services. 

Mr. Rawabdeh, speaking at the 
meeting, praised coordination be- 
tween the municipality and other 
institutions which provide ser- 
vices within the Amman region. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23. 19873 


The delegation which will be 
led by Agriculture Minister Mar- 
wan Hmoud will comprise a num- 
ber of specialists from the minis- 
try of agriculture. 

The four-day Khartoum meet- 
ing will discuss among other 
things the organisation's opera- 
tions for 1988. 

The Cabinet also approved a 
Japanese grant of 40 million yens 
to Jordan. Hie grant will be used 
to cover the cost of importing 
equipment needed by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities in its restora- 
tion work on a number of 
archaeological sites in the 
Kingdom. 


Jordan emphasises 
need for serious 
action to confront 
Israeli oppression 

Jordanian church leaders 
cancel Christmas celebrations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian government 
welcomes any Arab or Islamic meeting at any level to 
discuss the serious developments in the holy city of 
Jerusalem and other occupied Arab territories, 
Minister of Occupied Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin said Tuesday. 


and their demands and needs to 
carry out social programmes. 

Meanwhile, the social develop- 
ment department in Irbid Tues- 
day published a report on its 
activity in cooperation with the 
National Aid Fund during the 
past month. 

The report said that financial 
aid totalling JD 69,214 was ex- 
tended to 1,642 needy families in 
-the governorate and that other 
poor" families were offered oppor- 
tunity to start their own small 
businesses through aid that total- 
led JD 15,243. 

In addition, the report said, 
371 females were offered training 
courses in dress making at IS 
vocational centres, sdt up by de- 
velopment institutions in the 
Irbid region. 


The minister, in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
emphasised “the need for serious 
pan-Arab action in the current 
stage for confronting Zionist 
aggression on defenceless Arab 
citizens.” 


by the Jordanian church leaders. 

“Therefore, we denounce the 
vicious Israeli occupation and the 
violence against our peaceful 
people... and in solidarity with 
their protests we cancel all the 
official celebrations in the coun- 


In his capacity as chairman of try, except for regular masses," it 
the Jerusalem Committee, King said. 

Hassan of Morocco had called for r* ,, . . . , 


an urgent meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to discuss the current 
situation in the occupied Arab 
lands. 

He said in Rabat that he sent 
messages to heads of OIC coun- 
tries proposing the meeting to be 
held in Morocco at foreign minis- 
ters level on Dec. 27 to discuss 
the situation. 

King Hassan said tbat the 
bloody events in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories, specially in Jeru- 
salem, call on all Muslims to 
deplore Israeli repression. 

Meanwhile, Christian church 
leaders in Jordan said Tuesday 
they have cancelled all Christmas 
activities except for worship ser- 
vices in solidarity with the Palesti- 
nian protests. 

“How can we celebrate and be 
happy if our people are suffering 
the Israeli violence?” said the 
Rev. Manuel Sawalha, head of 


On Monday, representatives of 
professional associations held a 
public rally in which they conde- 
mned Israel’s barbaric actions 
against the Arab people and paid 
tribute to the popular uprising. 
The rally expressed solidarity 
with the Palestinian people in 
their resistance against Israel. 

Meanwhile, the General Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Trade Un- 
ions Tuesday called on the Arab 
Nation to support the steadfast-; 
ness of “our kinsmen in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and to 
mobilise all resources and capaci- 
ties to liberate the Palestinian soil 
and to free the people from 
shackles of the Israeli occupation. 

In a communique issued on 
Tuesday the federation called on 
all peace loving nations “to 
embark on an urgent action to 
put an end to the barbaric assault 
of the Zionist authorities against 
our aimless people in the occu- 


the Roman Catholic parish in. pied Arab territories. 


Sweifieh. 

Earlier, Petra reported that the 
leaders of ail major Christian 
denominations in the country had 
agreed to cancel all celebrations 
other than worship services. 

Among the events cancelled 
are the usual Christmas recep- 
tions sponsored by churches. 

The action by Jordanian church 
leaders follows an announcement 
that Palestinian leaders had can- 
celled a traditional Christmas eve 
parade and party in Bethlehem, 
birthplace of Jesus. 

"In this peaceful season, 
Christmas time, we feel the agony 


and pain of our people in the holy 
land who are fighting for their 
Arab identity and to free them- 
selves from the Israeli occupa- 
tion,” said the statement issued 


The communique expressed 
pride and hope over the current 
events now taking place in the 
occupied Arab territories, “as 
our people are continuing their 
popular uprising in the face of the 
Israeli occupation authorities, - 
thus foiling the attempts for 
Judaising the Arab territories and 
the gradual annexation of Arab 
land and institutions,” 

It expressed pain for the cur- 
rent state of affairs in the Arab 
World, “which precludes the pro- 
vision of support and assistance 
to our people who are now de- 
fending their land and national 
pride.” The federation also ex- 
pressed hope for achieving Arab 
solidarity, saying that beginning 
of such solidarity has started to 
emerge. 




C LORENZO 

^ RESTAURANT 


Chef Rene' 

PRESENTS 

XMAS TRADITIONAL DISH 

TURKEY 

■ ON DEC. 24'DiNNER" 

.ON DEC. 25“LUNCH & DINNER’ 

Also Home Delivery Service 


Di afaf WaHeu & Co. 

For the finest collection 
of X-mas gifts in town 


WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT IN 
JORDAN 

1. Biochemical engineer or equivalent. 

3-5 years experience. 

2. Biochemical engineer or equivalent 
New graduate. 

3. Holder of a B.S. biology degree or equivalent. 

4. Holder of a B.S. chemistry degree or equiva- 
lent 
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U.S. must face realities 

THE SECURITY Council was expected to vote cn a resolution late 
Tuesday on the ongoing Arab uprising in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip after days of procrastination by the U.S. Whether or not 
the U.S. ultimately vetoes or abstains on the resolution, the American 
attitude towards adopting a principled stand on the struggle of the 
Palestinian people for their rights and Israel's barbaric and inhuman 
practices, reminiscent of the Nazi actions during World War II, was 
very evident; Washington did not want any part of any resolution that 
criticises the Jewish state's actions, even if such actions included some 
of the most oppressive measures unheard of in recent civilised history. 

On the official level in Washington, the best that the White House 
could come up with was a condemnation of “violent demonstrations 
and ‘riots' on the one side" and “harsh security measures and 
excessive use of live ammunition on the other" — thus trying to equate 
the actions of a people seeking liberation from years of occupation and 
the oppressive measures applied against them by the occupying power. 
No mention whatsoever was made of the fact that, even by Israeli 
admission, at least 22 people had been shot dead and hundreds 
wounded in the atrocious Israeli campaign against the Palestinians. 

It is a matter of utmost ridicule that the United States, at this most 
critical juncture in the history of the Middle East, the Palestinian 
problem and the Arab-lsraeli conflict, was adamantly trying to hang 
onto its openly biased policy and seeking to shield the party, which, by 
all international norms and practices, was engaged in a ruthless 
campaign of repression. 

The pointed American contention that it was try ing to control the 
situation through contacts with “a number of parties" also unveils 
another truth — it will take much more than 22 lives and hundreds of 
casualties before the U.S. will openly acknowledge that the crux of the 
problem is the denial of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people 
in the land of Palestine. Least of all. Washington, w ith its vast network 
of political observers and others in the region, needs little reminder 
that what is happening in the West Bank and Gaza is not just another 
round of Arab demonstrations; it represents the long-awaited rebel- 
lion of a people which will stop at nothing less than liberation. 

The U.S. will be well advised to realise this truth and reexamine its 
policies and stands before it loses whatever remains of its credibility in 
the region and move to uphold the ideals on which it was founded by 
ensuring the Cburse of justice in this part of the world. 


AlRa'i: Arab-Soviet ties consolidated 

IN HIS speech at Monday’s banquet in his honour in Moscow. His 
Majesty King Hussein referred to a number of well-known facts 
about the Soviet Union — like the great October Revolution — and 
the major achievements in the Soviet Union since that revolution that 
made the country one of the superpowers of the world. This great 
nation which has massive world influence can and should have a say- 
in the world: and therefore those who wish to impose their will by 
force and injustice on others must realise that this great nation does 
not allow them to do so. This is simply because the Soviet Union is a 
peace-loving nation and a superpower that has the power to stop 
injustice. Hence any search for a just peace in the Middle East cannot 
be done without the Soviet Union and any quest for ending the Gulf 
conflict without Soviet participation on equal footing can never 
materialise. The Soviet Union has proved that it is a great nation and 
a peace-loving country, supporting liberation movements seeking 
justice and freedom as King Hussein said in his address in Moscow. 
The King is in Moscow representing the entire Arab Nation and 
voicing this nation’s desire for peace and a rejection to all forms of 
hegemony and injustice. The King is in Moscow conveying the true 
stand of the Arab World adopted at the Amman Arab summit in 
regard to the Arab-lsraeli conflict and the Iran-lraq war. The Arab 
people who always looked to the Soviet Union as a friend consider 
this visit as a confirmation of the noble meanings of friendship, and a 
consolidation of the ties of cooperation between the Arab World and 
the Soviet Union. 

AIDustour: In pursuit of justice 

KING HUSSEIN'S visit to the Soviet Union is considered one more 
station, but an important one. in his long and constant endeavour to 
serve pan-Arab causes and to bolster the Arab Nation’s stand 
worldwide. This visit assumes added significance as it comes in the 
wake of a successful Arab summit meeting of which the King was 
chairman and which succeeded in achieving consensus and agreement 
among Arab leaders. The King’s visit is backed by a long history of 
friendship between Jordan and the Soviet Union, and between the 
Soviets and the Arabs in general. There is no doubt that the agenda 
of talks between the King and the Soviet leaders will cover regional 
questions of concern to the Arab Nation at large. Particular attention 
will no doubt be given to the Gulf war and the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
specially as the Gulf region and the occupied Arab territories are 
currently witnessing serious developments. These two questions 
escaped* the attention of the two superpowers at their summit 
meeting in Washington earlier this month and therefore the Arabs 
■ are bound now to step up their contacts with major world nations to 
seek justice and a peaceful settlement for these outstanding issues. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Common views and stands 

IN HIS talks with Soviet leaders. King Hussein reiterated the firm 
stand of the Arab Nation with regard to regional issues and the 
principles in which Jordan believes with regard to settling the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and the Gulf war. The King, who is representing 
the whole Arab Nation in his current talks with the Soviet leadership, 
reaffirmed strong friendly relations between the Arabs and the Soviet 
Union, and said" that the views of the two sides were identical over 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, especially over the proposal to convene an 
international peace conference. In the Gulf conflict, both sides 
adhere to U.N. Security Council Resolution 598 and both call for an 
end to the conflict which endangers world peace and security. The 
King’s visit lo Moscow and his talks with Soviet leaders come against 
a background of escalated tension in the Gulf and serious develop- 
ments in the occupied Arab territories. The King's visit also assumes 
importance because it follows a .successful Arab summit meeting in 
Amman when ail Arab leaders agreed on reaching consensus on 
outstanding problems. Therefore, it is hoped that the visit will 
enhance bilateral relations and contribute to the promotion of 
Soviet- Arab cooperation in various fields. 


His Majesty the King ? s speech at Moscow banquet hosted by Soviet president 

The Arab Nation hopes for effective Soviet action towards 
implementing 598 #The uprising in occupied territories is the natural 

response of the Palestinian people suffering under occupation 


Following is an unofficial translation of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
speech af a banquet hosted by So\iet President Andrei Gromyko in 
Moscow on Monday, the first day of His Majesty's current state visit 
to the Soviet Union. 


Dear President, 

Dear Madam, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I AM extremely happy to be with 
you this evening and Queen Noor 
and the Jordanian delegation 
share with me the expression of 
our delight on this occasion which 
allows us to voice our apprecia- 
tion and respect for you and your 
statemanship which left an im- 
pression in your long and most 
distinguished achievements and 
continued work for the causes of 
peace, liberation and cooperation 
among nations. 

MAY I also voice my deep 
appreciation for the hospitality 
accorded to us in your country 
since the moment we landed in 
this great country and beautiful 
capital. I am pleased to seize this 
opportunity to convey to Your 
Excellency* and the government 
and friendly people of the Soviet 
Union greetings and affection 
from the Jordanian people and 
government and their aspiration 
for stronger relations of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
Soviet Union in the best interest 
of both countries. 

MY visit to your country today 
comes several weeks after your 
celebration of the 70th 
anniversary of the revolution 
which carried your great nation to 
a most distinguished position it 
assumes in our present modem 
age. 

IT is enough to mention that 
you have achieved in a brief 
period of time great achieve- 
ments on the domestic and fore- 
ign fronts that transformed your 
country into a superpower with 
wide spheres of direct influence 
on the course of events in the 
international arena and one that 
assumes a distinguished role in 
formulating and shaping the fu- 
ture of humanity. We notice with 
great admiration the ongoing pro- 
cess of reevaluation and reex- 
amination which you have initi- 
ated for accomplishing more 
achievements for vour country 
and your people in your glasnost 
and reconstruction policies. 

WE can only express our deep 
appreciation to you for your un- 
failing duty towards world peace 
and security despite your im- 
mense preoccupations. You have 
been in the forefront, acting as 
pioneers in proposing schemes 
and submitting constructive ideas 
on nuclear disarmament as a 
basic and inevitable step for 
building human civilisation and 
safeguarding mankind's survival 
and 'security. 

I AM pleased to express in my 
name and on behalf of the gov- 
ernment and people of Jordan my 
deepest congratulation to you for 
your success in concluding an 
agreement with the United Slates 
on the removal of short- and 
medium-range nuclear missiles 
which was signed in Washington 
on Dec. 8. 

THE people of the world are 
entitled to be delighted over this 
first step, which is bound to open 
more scopes for other subsequent 
steps that can remove the night- 
mare ol nuclear armament from 
the minds of nations so that all 
efforts and potentials can be 
directed towards the urgent pro- 
cess of economic and social de- 
velopment in a world free of 
nuclear horror and where the 
nations enjoy security and 
freedom. 

Mr. President. 

YOUR country set a great ex- 
ample to the world through its 
just struggle in defence of its soil 
in the lace of Nazi aggression 
during World War II. Your coun- 
[ trymen offered huge human and 
material sacrifices for the 
achievement of that great and 
noble objective and the heroic 
stand of your people during the 
war was exemplary to other na- 
tions which struggled for freedom 
from foreign domination and the 
achievement of independence 
and the right of choosing their 
social and political systems. 

YOU have been supporting ail 
liberation movements and served 
as a source of assistance and 
inspiration to all those seeking to 
free themselves from imperialism 
and repression and striving for a 
decent and dignified free life. We 
have felt this in particular in your 
firm stands in support of the just 
Arab causes. You have stood by 
riehl and justice and bv interna- 


tional legitimacy in your drive to 
support the Arab people's strug- 
gle in Palestine and in the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict. 

BOTH our countries agree on 
the principle on opposing injus- 
tice and aggression and our com- 
mon belief in the freedom of 
peoples and solving problems 
among nations through peaceful 
means. This has resulted in our 
identical views about problems 
and means of solving them. Our 
views also converged on the call 
for convening an international 
conference to establish peace in 
the Middle East, fo be attended 
by the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council, in 
addition to all parties involved in 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, includ- 
ing the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). This confer- 
ence is needed to find effective 
ways that can guarantee the im- 
plementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 338 which 
reaffirms the need for the imple- 
mentation of Resolution 242 
which reaffirms, among other 
things, the inadmissibility of 
occupying other countries lands 
by force and calls for the need of 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
all Arab territories occupied since 
1967 war within the formula of 
exchanging land for peace. 

SINCE the people and land of 
Palestine are at the core of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, this prob- 
lem should be resolved in all its 



leadership should realise that its 
interpretation of the events is 
hound to harm the peace process 
as much as it serves to deceive the 
Israeli people themselves. 

Mr. President, 

THE second question which 
the Arab leaders focused their 
attention on during their summit 
was the Iran-lraq war. In this war 
the Iranian regime insists on pur- 
suing the fight against the Arab 
people of Iraq and Iraqi territory. 
As you know. Mr. President, this 
war has now entered its eighth 
year and brought about immense 
human and material losses and 
also endangered stability in the 
Gulf region. Not only did the 
Iranian government reject all re- 
gional a'nd international efforts 
for establishing peace and justice 
but it also sought to expand the 
conflict, the dimension of aggres- 
sion and threats and sabotage 


aspects so that the solution can be 1 activity to Kuwait and Saudi 
comprehensive, just and accept- Arabia. 


able to the present and future IRAQ for its part has re- 
generations. sponded to ad sincere initiatives 

IN their last summit meeting aimed at ending the war and 
held in Amman last month, lead- establishing peace and positive 
ers of Arab countries reaffirmed cooperation. It has responded 
the Arab Nation's orientations favourably to the peace initiatives 
towards a just peace in conformi- from the Organisation of Islamic 
ty with international . legitimacy Conference, the Non-Aligned 
and called for the convening of an Movement and the United Na- 
intemational conference as the tions Organisation. Iraq has 
only means for achieving the accepted U.N. Security Council 
aspired peace. We have great Resolution 598 issued in July 
confidence that the Soviet Union 1987, in which you played a signi- 
shares with us the view about the ficant role in formulation. Iraq 
international conference, and has responded to this resolution, 
will, as it did in the past, exert all which represents the will of the 
possible efforts for making this international community, and 
Arab orientation successful be- pledged to implement it in full in 
cause this is the orientation of the order of its articles. Despite 
nations towards peace and jus- lapse of a long time since the 
tice. We are confident that your adoption of that resolution and 
effective role will be essential and despite the numerous efforts of 
basic in the endeavour for fulfill- the U.N. Secretary General, 
ing this noble goal in our region Iran, is still persistent in rejecting 
which is of vital importance for the international will and con- 
world peace and security. tinues to defy all efforts for estab- 

AS you know I have come to lishing peace. Iran’s leaders con- 
your country leaving behind me tinue to issue war threats and 
an upsurge of popular resistance statements expressing their deter- 
in the occupied Arab territories minarion to pursue their war and 
3gainst occupation and the aggression which have become a 
occupation authorities. What is source of threat not only to re- 
strange there is the behaviour of gional stability but also to world 
the Israeli leadership which is still peace and security. 


aggression which have become a 
source of threat not only to re- 


working to mislead itself by 
claiming that this revolt is of the 
making of foreign and extremist 
sources. In reality, this revolt 
represents a natural and real re- 
sponse of the Palestinian people 
suffering under Israeli occupation 
for the past 20 years. The Israeli 


TAKING into consideration 
the dangers inherent in Iran’s 
aggression we see that the inter- 
national community is dutybound 
to follow up on its efforts and 
help implement Resolution 598. 
Your enormous sacrifices in 
World War II have proved that 


the way for resisting evil and 
aggression lies in confronting 
them with firmness and non-con- 
donment. We also invite the in- 
ternational community to take a 
lesson from this development. 

THE leaders of the Arab Na- 
tion at their Amman summit 
meeting were unanimous in call- 
ing for an end to the war and for 
an end to Iran’s aggression. They 
also condemned Iran’s occupa- 
tion of parts of Iraqi territory and 
its refusal to accept Resolution 
598. These leaders called on the 
Security' Council to work without 
delay for the implementation of 
the resolution in letter and spirit 
and in accordance with the order 
of articles contained in that re- 
solution through the power and 
authority invested in the council 
by the United Nations Charter. 
In accordance with my chair- 
manship of the Amman* summit 
meeting, and the trust invested in 
me to follow up the implementa- 
tion of the summit’s resolutions, 
including the one on the Gulf 
war. I voice the Arab Nation’s 
hope that your country will em- 
ploy its influence and its interna- 
tional weight for the implementa- 
tion of the Security Council re- 
solution and to force Iran to 
abide by the international will 
and legitimacy. Our hopes eman- 
ate from our' belief and faith in 
your adherence to the principles 
of peace and in your ability in 
distinguishing friends and foes of 
peace and from your firm stand in 
the face of the Israeli aggressive 
conduct, of which Iran's aggres- 
sion can be described as a carbon 
copy. 

OUR hopes in your potential 
also stem from our deep faith that 
you are keen on translating the 
same spirit which prevailed upon 
your conclusion of the agreement 
with the U.S. on short-and 
medium-range nuclear weapons. 

THE lesson to be learned from 
this agreement lies in the fact that 
people on this earth should in- 
evitably learn to coexist regard- 
less of the difference in systems, 
affection, enmity and other emo- 
tions. Peace should remain the 
uppermost objective for all man- 
kind. 

THE Arab Nation, which seeks 
peace between Iraq and Iran to 
restore security and stability in 
the Gulf region and pave the way 
for relations marked by coopera- 
tion and good neighbourly rela- 
tions, looks to your friendly coun- 
try to help in achieving thai goal, 
especially since your country* pos- 


sesses vast potential and influ- 
ence in all spheres, particularly 
within the framework of the 
Security Council. 

Mr. President. 

WITHIN the framework of 
cordial and friendly relations that 
connect us and in our common 
belief in the right of all peoples to 
self-determination and freedom. 
I would like to remind you of the 
deep concern of the Arab and 
Islamic nations over the situation 
in Afghanistan. We were pleased 
to hear recent statements by the 
secretary general of the Soviet 
Communist Party about your 
country's intention of withdraw- 
ing Soviet forces from Afghanis- 
tan within 12 months. We hope 
that the near future will witness 
the removal of all obstacles which 
impede national reconciliation 
that can restore stability and 
security in Afghanistan sp that 
this country' can resume the 
march of development and con- 
struction as a Non-aligned Move- 
ment and a friendly neighbour to 
the Soviet Union. We have great 
confidence that you will contri- 
bute effectively in achieving that 
objective. 

Mr. President, 

DURING all my previous visits 
to the Soviet Union I was delight- 
ed over the understanding which 
1 felt about our problems and our 
concerns. I have always felt satis- 
fied and content with the constant 
support we received from your 
nation. In the same spirit I now 
look forward to exchanging views 
with you over matters of interest 
to the Soviet Union and the Arab 
World at large. 

I AM overwhelmed with a feel- 
ins of satisfaction over Jordanian- 


Soviet relations and we are de- :• 
lighted that these relations are 
based on a firm foundation of 1 
mutual respect and common in- 
terest. one that can serve as an 1 
example of true cooperation 
among countries of the world- •' 
with different economic and so- .’ 
rial systems. 

EVER since Jordan and the 
Soviet Union signed an agree- 
ment on bilateral cooperation in 
cultural 3nd scientific fields in 
1967 and a protocol on economic 
cooperation in 1969, our relations 
have continuously witnessed 
progressive development for the 
common good. 

WE look forward towards be- 
nefitring from your advanced ex- ■ 
pertise'in airfields and I am^ 
confident that your country's, 
friendly stand in supporting the ; 
just causes of the Arab Nation , 
will prompt us to seek constant ' 
and serious efforts for expanding , \ ' 
scopes of cooperation between, 
the Arab Nation and the Soviet 
Union in all fields. 

Mr. President, 

I REPEAT my gratitude to you - 
for allowing me the chance' to 
meet you and your colleagues in ■ 
‘the Soviet leadership and writing / : ' 
your great country. I hope that ! ' 
you will allow me and Queen/ - 
Noor and the people and govern- 1 ' 
mem of Jordan the chance to', 
welcome you and your wife ini 
Amman to express our people's.-, 
affectionate feelings towards you . .. 
and your country. I am Dleased, - 
in view of the coming Christinas 
and the New Year, to convey to 
you and Mrs. Gromyko and* the - - 
Soviet people my heartfelt greet-, 
ings and best wishes on this occa- - 
sion. 
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rd$ view effort to net 
e n at resh fish in Jordan 



By a Reporter 

iMMAN — A team of fish 
'ruling specialists that includes 
. - . r. Mohammed Yacoub Abbadi 
••id Dr. Ziad Momane of the 
:-.'j Qnistry of Agriculture, Hussein . 
'itar or the Jordan Cooperative 
rrganisation-, Dr. Randy Brura- 
iett of the Near East Founda- 
on, and independent consultant 
• r Jajam Halaseh is guiding the 
' 'fforts of nine farmers from 
outb Azrak to A1 Manshiyeh in 
. ' \ itablishing pond operations that 
. ■ ill supply Amman with a deli- 
. ,ous variety of fresh fish — 

• lapia — for dinner from May to 
December at prices that are 

- ffordable for customers and pro- 
" - . . table for farmers. 

' ' - Fish farming is not new in 
3 rd an. Many fanners and land- 
- wners have tried their hands at 
i iis fascinating business for years, 

: . ut all too often the cost of such 
. perations far outstripped their 
: arnings. “We don’t have a long 
: istory of fish culture in this 
country,” explained Dr. Abbadi. 

~ • .We need to start with small 
Derations using simple technolo- 
■ [es so that the farmer can learn 
. s he works and his risk will be 
•' nail." 

Now farmers can call upon 
- ' ; lese specialists to get hands on 
- • . rip wilh the day-to-day prob- 
• v ms that confront "their particular 
• perations.' Fanners have not al- 

- ays welcomed their advice, 

• : specially those fanners who may 

ive been misled in the past by 
taggerated estimates of huge 
arvests. With experience, 
jwever, these farmers, one of 
horn has increased his produc- 
m level from only 13 per cent of 
[parity to cover 73 per cent of 
. [parity, are learning to trust that 
je new information is realistic 
id reliable. 

“You can raise fish with a lot of 
— a ter and a little land, or with a 
•t of land and a little water such 
: we have here in Jordan." Dr. 
rummett explains. "It’s just a 
\atter of adapting your technolo- 
gy 1 of what’s available." Jorda- 
* •%*' 0 . 311 fanner are combining ing- 
% ^mity with new approaches and 
••ills acquired during Dr. Brum 
'ett’s weekly problero-solvin 
sits to their farms and throug 
1-weeks of instruction at th 
ear East Foundation. Nextsum- 
er, as a direct result of these 
forts, Jordanian fish farmers 
ill put an additional 38 tons of 
lapia on the market, 32 tons 
om new farms like south Azrak 
id Taibeh, and six tons from 
* * icreasingly efficient farms. 
j: wording to Dr. Brummett. 

r - 7 The largest pond operation in 

irdan, covering 60 ounums, is 
. • -.ring established in an oasis 100 
T IN2 -&-'lometres northeast from Am- 


man by the South Azrak Coop- 
erative. Like many fish farming 
operations in Jordan, the south 
Azrak Cooperative's efforts to 
raise fish had been losing money. 
The existing ponds, some over- 
grown with weeds, and others too 
deep for aquaculture, had to be 
rebuilt. W»th a more practical 
design for the ponds developed 
by Mr. Bitar and Dr. Brummett, 
the cooperative approached the 
• United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID.) 
for help with construction costs. 

Two shallow six dunum ponds 
for raising fingerlings, the young 
fish, and two deeper 20-dunum 
ponds for raising market size fish 
have been scooped from the flat 
desert earth. “The earth shook 
and clouds of dust rolled across 
the land," during the April-Au- 
gust construction process. Dr. 
Brummett recalled. The excava- 
tion was accomplished using 3 
excavators, 2 earth movers, and 7 
dump trucks, and financed by 
$75,000 in assistance from 
USAID. The South Azrak Coop- 
erative was the first recipient of 
funding under USAID’s new Pri- 
vate Enterprise Resource Assist- 
ance (PETRA) programme. 
Coincidentally, the ponds are fed 
and drained by an existing canal 
which was financed by USAID in 
the 1950s. 

Constant desei: winds will 
circulate the water and an aerator 
system will cover emergencies 
when plankton are using, instead 
of producing, oxygen at night and 
when high late summer tempera- 
tures reduce the amount of ox- 
ygen the water can store. The 
ponds will contain a “polycul- 
ture" of tilapia and some other 
species, such as silver carp, as 
needed, to help control water 
quality and plant growth. 

Tilapia is a fresh water fish 
native to the Middle East and 
Africa. Its bone-free firm-fleshed 
fillet makes it more frequently 
raised, worldwide , than trout 
and salmon. Tilapia thrive in 
warm water with varying degrees 
of salinity and thus are ideally 
suited for farming in Jordan. 
Rapid reproduction and weight 
gain give farmers a quick return 
on their investment. The fish 
increase to market size, 300 
grammes and up, in six to eight 
months. A farmer’s profits, 
however, depend upon managing 
tilapia's distinctive characteris- 
tics. 

Male tilapia grow twice as fast 
as females and are therefore 
more desirable for fish produc- 
tion. The sex of the fish C3D be 
largely determined by adding 
very small amounts of hormones 
to the feed for the newly hatched 
fish, or fry, producing a school of 
mostly male fish. 
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Qasr ’Amra offers valued clues to Umayyad culture 

Text and photos 
by Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan -Times 
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THE QASR *Amra bath house, 
perhaps Jordan’s finest Umayyad 
“desert castle", is nestled in a 
broad depression about 85 
kilometres east of Amman and 30 
kilometres south-west of Azraq. 
‘Amra’s interior walls and ceil- 
ings are covered with splendid 
painted frescoes from the mid-8th 
Century, with iess well preserved 
fragments or evidence of mosaics, 
carved stones and marble clad- 
ding. 

The fresco art is particularly 
noteworthy today for two 
reasons: It provides valuable in- 
formation about the culture and 
tastes of the Umayyad notables 
who built these complexes; and it 
shows the Umayyad culture's 
clear links with the ancient Clas- 
sical and Byzantine traditions it 
bad inherited, and with the 
powerful influences of Iraqi, Per- 
sian and other contemporary 
Asian civilisations to the east. 

The ‘Amra complex, long 
known to and used by local 
nomads, was “re-discovered" by 
the West when the Czech scholar 
Alois Musil visited it in 1898. The 
frescoes were diligently cleaned 
and preserved in 1971-73 by a 
Spanish team from the Madrid 
National Archaeological Museum 
headed by Martin Almagro. 

The ‘Amra complex originally 
comprised the baths, with their 
audience hall and domestic 
rooms, and the adjacent hyd- 
raulic system, all enclosed within 
a small walled area. In the hills 
several hundred metres to the 
north-east are the remains of a 
small square, fort-like residential 
building (or caravanseri) and a 
watch tower (or mosque), where 
the staff and troops of the patron 
of ‘Amra probably lived. There 
are also traces of what some 
people believe is an ancient dam. 
and enclosure walls for an agri- 
cultural area of some 25 hectares. 

The complex was far greener 
and adorned with water when it 
was inhabited in the Umayyad 
era. thanks to its sophisticated 
water collection and conservation 
system. This can be appreciated 
today during a winter visit to 
‘Amra immediately after a rain- 
fall, when the bathhouse is sur- 
rounded by an extensive pool of 
rainwater, and the adjacent Wadi 
Butm flows with slow-moving wa- 
ter that penetrates deep into the 
soil — providing the year-round 
moisture which sustains the lush 
green trees along the wadi 
course. 

Though not conclusively dated 
by inscriptional evidence, Qasr 
‘Amra is generally thought to 
have been built during the reign 
of the Caliph Walid I (705-715 
A.D.), who built the great 
Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, 
and who may have lived in Azraq 
and Qastal; some scholars, 
however, believe it may be the 
work of his uncle, Walid II (743- 
744 A.D.). 

Outside the main entrance of 
the baths is ‘Amra’s hydraulic 
system, which provided water 
both for the baths and for the 
caravans that called at ‘Amra on 
their journeys along the ancient 
route that linked Azraq and 
‘Amra with Kharana, Mush ash, 
Mushatta. Muwaqqar, Qastal and 
Amman. The water system still 
exhibits its three main compo- 
nents: A 40-metre-deep circular 
stone well that penetrates the 
underground water table, a 14- 
cubic-metre tank, and remains of 
the “saqiya", or water-lifting, 
apparatus marked by the circle 
walked by a beast of burden to 
raise the water from the well. The 
water passed through ceramic 
pipes to the baths or the adjacent 
outdoor tank, and drainpipes 
from within the baths earned 
wastewater to a cesspool outside 
the complex. 

A simple door leads into the 
spacious, triple-aisle audience 
hail and its alcove, which are 
attached to the baths proper. The 
three aisles are formed by two 
slightly pointed transverse 
arches, and are roofed by three 
fine tunnel-vaults. A small, shal- 
low pool rests in the north-east 
comer of the audience hall. 

The unplastered lower part of 
the walls may have been covered 
in marble. Facing the door is a 
small alcove with its own tunnel- 
vault, flanked by two smaller 
rooms roofed with tunnel-vaults 
which end in small semi-domes. 
The floors of these two small 
rooms were covered in mosaics. 

The audience hall's walls and 
ceilings are covered in relatively 
well preserved painted frescos 
depicting a variety of scenes, 
which we now know were typical 
Umayyad baths decoration: 
Hunting scenes with wild onagers 
being driven into a net-trap by 
men on galloping horses; nude or 
scantily clothed women in bath- 



Some of the pastoral scenes on the walls of the and (centre) a bear playing a stringed instrument * 

baths, including animals (top and bottom of photo), with a clapping monkey to the right. 



The hemispherical dome fresco wilh (he Zodiac symbols, on the ceiling 
of the bath’s hot room. 


'Amra’s stone-built water well. 

ing scenes, including a tall woman 
who may have been the favourite 
concubine of the master of 
‘Amra; athletes exercising in an 
outdoor setting; and the famous 
Fresco of the Six Kings, with 
Greek and Arabic inscriptions 
under busts of Caesar (as the 
Byzantine emperor was called 
then), the Sasanian King Kisra, 
Roderic (the last Visigothic king 
of Spain killed by Walid I in 711 
A.D.), the Negus (King) of 
Abyssinia, and two other busts 
thought to depict the emperor of 
China and the Khagan, or prince- 
ly ruler of the Turks. 

The audience hall, used for 
artistic displays, parties, social 
gatherings, meals, greeting visi- 
tors and the occasional official 
meeting, also has fresco paintings 
of reclining female figures repre- 
senting Victory, attended by ser- 
vants and flanked by peacocks; 
heavy-set wrestlers; pairs of 
birds; nude women; a flying angel 
overlooking a seated woman with 
a pensive gaze; a pacing lion; a 
woman dancer accompanied by a 
lutenist and a flutist; another 


dancing woman with two maidens 
carrying bowls or medallions; a 
seated musician playing a string- 
ed instrument; a very Byzantine- 
looking enthroned ruler sur- 
rounded by birds and flanked by 
two attendants carrying flv- 
whisks over the throne; a poorly 
preserved nilotic scene; human 
busts; perched birds; assorted 
standing, seated and reclining 
women, some carrying bouquets 
of flowers or a cornucopia-like 
vessel with a bird perched on top; 
a man with a golden light beard 
and moustache carrying a staff; 
saluqui hounds wearing necklets 
energetically chasing some hap- 
less onagers; the captured ona- 
gers being speared and dis- 
embowelled by the hunters; a 
person kneeling before a man 
with a sword; a woman personi- 
fication of poetry and two other 
women symbolising history and 
philosophy (according to the 
accompanying Greek inscrip- 
tions); 3 Hon attacking a horse; 
embracing figures in fluttering 
scarves; hunters subduing an ona- 
ger; and 32 individual panels de- 


picting craftsmen in various 
stages of the construction pro- 
cess, including blacksmiths, 
carpenters, masons, stone-cutters 
and other labourers. 

The entrance/alcove area leads 
into the baths proper, which were 
typical of the period. They con- 
sisted of the changing room 
(apodyterium), with a plastered 
bench along its south and east 
walls and a tunnel-vault roof; the 
moderately hot room (tepidar- 
ium) with its raised floor to allow 
the warm air to circulate beneath 
the bathers, and a square recess 
(lower than the floor of the rest of 
the room) which may have been a 
bath; and the hot room (calidar- 
ium), which was dosesr to the 
furnace and was roofed with a 
dome with four windows resting 
on pendentives. 

The small holes on the walls of 
the calidarium once held the de- 
corative marble slabs that co- 
vered the walls. Two recesses 
slightly below floor level also 
served" as bath tubs or basins for 
the bathers. East of the calidar- 
ium is a tunnel-vaulted passage 


which connected with the furnace 
and the open-air stoke room, and 
above the passage was the water 
tank that supplied the calidarium. 

The frescos in the baths display 
an equally wide variety of motifs 
and styles, including an eros rep- 
resentation pointing towards a 
contemplative figure apparently 
viewing two covered bodies’, 
perhaps representing a death 
scene: three busts thought to rep- 
resent the three ages of man 
(childhoold, youth and old age); 
a nude female gazing towards a 
man; assorted pastoral scenes (re- 
miniscent of the pastoral scenes 
in the Byzantine mosaics that had 
covered many churches in the 
area in the centuries before and 
during the Umayyad era), includ- 
ing depictions of a deer scratching 
its head, long-necked birds*", 
gazelles, and a seated bear play- 
ing a guitar-like stringed instru- 
ment, next to a standing monkey 
clapping his front paws; a woman 
dancing to the accompaniment of 
a flutist; several bathing scenes 
with women, children and babies; 
vine scrolls: a pacing lion; and 
two hunters behind a fleeing 
hare. 

In the innermost calidarium, or 
hot room, is what many consider 
to be ‘Amra’s most pleasing com- 
bination of architecture and art 
— the room’s small dome, pre- 
sented as the Dome of Heaven, 
and painted with a representation 
of the constellations of the north- 
ern hemisphere accompanied by 
the signs of the Zodiac. This is 
thought to be the earliest surviv- 
ing attempt by man to represent 
the vault of heaven on a hemis- 
pherical, instead of a flat, surface 
as had been frequently done by 
preceding civilisations. Visible 
are Ursa Minor and Major (the 
Great Bear and Little Bear) sepa- 
rated by the tail of Dragon. 


a 1 


Andromeda. Cassiopia, the Svg- 
nus with Hercules and Serpentar- 
ius, Sagittarius, Scorpius. the 
Dolphin. Capicorn, Aquarius, 
the Twins and Orion. 

The rich variety of themes and 
artistic styles at" ‘Amra include 
clearly identifiable strains of the 
several civilisations that influ- 
enced the land of Jordan in ann- 
uity. including Greco- Roman, 
abataean, Byzantine, Iraqi, 
Persian and perhaps even Indian 
styles and motifs. We know From 
medieval literary evidence, 
however, that the extensive 
‘Amra frescos were not particu- 
larly lavish or unusual: rather, 
they reflected the artistic reper- 
toire that any quality bathhouse 
of the day was expected to display 
— in order, as Dr. Ghazi Bisheh 
has pointed out. “to stimulate the 
senses and to invigorate the pow- 
ers of the body: the animal, the 
physical and the psychological." 

6leg Graber has suggested that 
the ascendant Umayyad aris- 
tocracy of the early 8th Century 
A.D. drew upon the land s varied 
and ancient cultural heritage to 
produce a rich new iconographic 
repertoire, which Bisheh in turn 
shows was clearly rooted in the 
Greco-Syrian tradition. 

Dr. Fawzi Zayadine of the 
Jordanian Department of Anti- 
quities says that "‘Amra's frescos 
can be considered an artistic Re- 
naissance of Hellenistic art in the 
8th Century, stimulated by the 
will and sensibility of the 
Umavyads..." Martin Almagro 
and his Spanish colleagues, who 
worked on the frescos for three 
years, called 'Amra “a key monu- 
ment for the understanding of 
early Arabic art, which is stilf in a 
transitional stale between the 
personality of Byzantine culiure 
and the discovery of its own 
inspiration." 
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Seoul confident of 
boycott-free Olympics 


SEOUL (R) — Elated Seoul Olympic organisers, 
with acceptances in their hands from two east bloc 
nations, predicted on Tuesday they will host the first 
boycott-free summer games since 1972. 


Kim Chong-Ha. president of 
the (South) Korean Olympic 
Commiltee, told reporters Hun- 
gary and East Germany officially 
notified Seoul of their participa- 
tion, the first east bloc states to 
do so, bringing the number of 
acceptances to 115. 

“Our country welcomes these 
declarations wholeheartedly," 
Kim added, “and we are now 
sure that all 167 members of the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) will take part." 

The president of the Seoul 
Olympic Organising Committee 
(SLOOC), Park Seh-Jik. also 
sounded a jubilant note to corres- 
pondents in Seoul now that the 
threat of an east bloc boycott was 
apparently lifted. 

“I have very good indications 


that all the eastern bloc countries 
are going to come, including the 
Soviet Union and China," he 
said. 

Asian and Western diplomats 
in Seoul generally agreed that the 
other main allies of Communist 
North Korea would all have sig- 
nalled their acceptance by the 
IOCs Jan. 17 deadline. They 
were less clear what attitude 
Pyongyang, Seoul's sworn 
enemy, would like. 

SLOOC’s Park said that, de- 
spite the deadline, “our policy is 
that we will keep our door open 
(for North Korean participation) 
until the eve of the Olymics... 
perhaps they can make an about- 
face." 

But he said Seoul authorities 
were capable of foiling any sabot- 


age threat against the games by a 

disgruntled Pyongyang. 

Asked if last month’s destruc- 
tion of a South Korean airliner, 
apparently by a terrorist bomb, 
would affect Seoul’s Olymic 
‘open door" policy towards 


North Korea, Park said that, de- 
spite many indications, there was 
no proof Pyongyang was in- 
volved. 

Even if there were, he added, 
whether it would affect negotia- 
tions between North and South 
was another matter. “This is an 
affair of the IOC, and the Olym- 
pic ideal transcends ail other 
rivalries." 

Fears of a possible east bloc 
boycott arose several years ago 
when an angry North threatened 
to ask its friends to stay away 
unless the IOC reversed its 1981 
decision giving the games to the 
South Korean capital, and agreed 
to split the events equally be- 
tween Seoul and Pyongyang. 


Swedes boost tennis dynasty 


By Robert Philip 

Reufer 

GOTHENBURG. Sweden — 
Barring the unforeseen, the 
Swedish tennis dynasty founded 
by Bjorn Borg in the 1970s will 
survive 1990 and beyond. 

For while the Borg-inspired 
Davis Cup win of 1973 was due 
almost entirely to one 18-year- 
old's prodigious talent, Sweden’s 
fourth victory, which they com- 
pleted against India on Sunday 
was a team triumph. 

But it is the relative youthfulness 
of the Swedish squad which must 
spread despondency throughout 
world tennis. 

Mats Wilander, who won his 
two singles for the loss of just 10 
games in five sets, is 23, as is his 
doubles partner Joakim Nystrom, 
leaving Anders Janyd as the 
grand old man of Swedish tennis 
at 26. 

World number two Stefan 
Edberg, who missed the 5-0 rout 


of India through injury, will not 
be 22 until next month and the 
Swedes have a total of 10 players 
af>ed 26 or under the world's top 

Though Ken Rosewall and Lew 
Hoad were starring for Australia 
at a younger age, no nation has 
enjoyed such remarkably young 
strength in depth and Swedish 
Davis Cup captain Hasse Olsson 
was probably guilty of Scandina- 
vian reserve when he looked to 
the future. 

“I can certainly see as far as the 
next five years when Wilander, 
Edberg and Kent Carlsson will 
still all be young men," said 
Olsson. who has led Sweden to 
three Davis Cups in five succes- 
sive finals. 

“But I’m hesitant to look 
beyond then. Of course, we have 
a lot of young talent which could 
emerge, but so have Czechoslo- 
vakia or the United States say." 

It is a remarkable statistic that 
Sweden used seven different 
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players in the 1987 Davis Cup 
competition — the triumphant 
final quartet plus Carlsson, 
Nikael Perafors and Jan Gun- 
narsson. 

In 1988, Ulf Stenlund (20), 
Jonas Svensson (21) and Peter 
Lundgren (22) will also be chal- 
lenging for places on the squad. 

Not unnaturally, as in any large 
group of young athletes, tensions 
do arise and Wilander, Olsson's 
on-court lieutenant, paid tribute 
to the captain when he admitted: 
“He's the one who makes sure we 
all remain friends." 

But while Edberg publically 
backed Olsson’s decision not to 
risk him because of a sprained 
ankle, words were exchanged in 
priyate and the double Australian 
Open champion was far from 
happy with his role as spectator. 



Alberto Tomba: “This was the best race of the season 

SKIING 

Swiss dominate World Cup 


BORMIO, Italy (AP) — Swiss 
skiers swept the three top spots in 
the men's and women's World 
Cup parallel slaloms staged here 
Tuesday in a show of solidarity 
with this Alpine area ravaged last 
summer by floods. 

Defending World Cup cham- 
pion Pirmin Zurbriggen won the 
men's event, defeating teammate 
Joel Gaspoz in the two-heat final, 
while another Swiss. Martin 
Hangl, beat Austrian Roland 
Pfeifer for third place. 

Brigitte Oertli won an all-Swiss 
women's final against Corinne 
Schmidhauser. Teammate Miche- 
la Figjni, an Olympic downhill 
champion, outpaced West Ger- 
man Christa Kinshofer for third 
place. 

The two races did not count 
toward individual standings, but 
added points for nations in World 
Cup rankings. 

Italian ace Alberto Tomba, 
who has won five times in six 
races, leads the men's standings 


with 125 points, ahead of Zur- 
briggen with 91 points. Austrians 
Guenther Mader and Hubert 
Strolz are third and fourth respec- 
tively with 45 and 42 points. 

Tomba, who was eliminated by 
Pfeifer in the quarterfinals of the 
parallel competition after be 
strained a back muscle, said he 
hoped to win, in 1988, “as many 
races as I won so far this season." 

Asked about prospects for the 
upcoming winter Olympics, the 
21-year-old skier said he’d be 
seeking “a different metal" than 
the bronze be won in the giant 
slalom at last February's world 
diampionships in Crans Mon- 
tana. 

But Tomba also said that Zur- 
briggen remains a favourite for 
tiie overall title, noting: 

“He is making points in any 
race and can add points from the 
downhills, which I am not 
doing." 

Zurbriggen, an all-rounder 
from Saas^AImagell who won 
four medals in Crans Montana, 
reached the finals of the parallel 
by defeating in quick succession 
Italy's Carlo Gerosa and his Swiss 
teammates Hans Pieren and Mar- 


tin Hangl. 

Tuesday's victory was Zurbrig- 
gen's first this season. In the 
world championships held in Bor- 
mio two years ago, he won two 
gold medals and a silver. 

Zurbriggen finished second in 
two previous cup downhills and 
was shut out by Tomba and by 
Austrian Helmut Mayer in three 
giant slaloms and three slaloms. 

Third-place finisher Figini. 
who won a downhill and a Super- 
G in Leukerbad, Switzerland, last 
week, tops the women’s standings 
with 92 points, ahead of Blanca 
Femandez-Ochoa of Spain and 
Austrian Anita Wachter, who 
have 75 and 70 points respe- 
citvely. 

Women will resume World 
Cup competition with a giant 
slalom in Megeve. France, on 
Jan. 10 while" the next men’s 
event will be a downhill in 
Schladming, Austria. 

For Tuesday’s race, the top- 
placed skiers decided to give their 
prize money to a “solidarity" 
fund for this Alpine Valley, 
known as the Valtellina, where 
flashfloods and landslides caused 
massive destruction . 
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AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 

Due to an unexpected vacancy, applications are invited 
for the post of Senior School Biology teacher to teach in 
English to IGCSE and International Baccalaureate, with 
some General Science in lower grades of Senior School. 

The appointment is effective from Jan. 1 6, 1 988 or as soon 
after as possible. 

Application forms are available from the school 
(telephone 845572) from 28-30 December 1987 and 
should be returned by Jan. 3, 1988. 


the man to beat 


LONDON (R) — World cham- 
pion Nelson Piquet of Brazil be- 
lieves he will be the man to beat 
when he starts his challenge for a 
fourth drivers’ title at the opening 
Grand Prix of 1988 in Brazil in 
April. 

Piquet, who tested with his new 
Lotus team for the first time at 
Estoril in Portugal last week, 
said: “Even after just one day I 
had a really good feeling about 
the team for next year. 

“The car ran very well. 
Obviously, at this stage, I have a 
lot to learn. The Lotus is very 
similar to the Williams and driv- 
ing it gives me a lot of confidence 
for next season. 

“I have set myself the goal of 
becoming world champion for a 
fourth time in 1988. 1 really don’t 
see why I shouldn’t do it again." 

Piquet, 35, left the Williams 
team at the end of the 1987 
season in which he resisted the 
challenge of his British Williams 
team-mate Nigel Mansell, to take 
the title. 

He also won the title in 1981 
and 1983. 

Piquet spent a week with his 
new team, learning about the car 


and getting to know his col- 
leagues. 

Mansell, whose challenge for 
the 1987 title ended when he 
crashed during practice for the 
Japanese Grand Prix, hopes to be 
fit to resume driving a Fonnnla 
One car again by the end of 
January or early February. 

Mansell injured his spine in the . 
accident in Japan. 

His new Williams team-mate, 
Italian Riccardo Patrese, was ok 
of another eight drivers to test ai 
Estoril, including Benetton pair 
Thierry Boutsen of Belgium and 
Italian Alessandro Nannini, the 
team's new signing from Minardi, 
who has replaced Teo Fabi. 

Patrese’s Williams was po- 
wered by one of the team's new 
Judd engines. Last season, they 
were powered by Honda who wul 
be supplying Lotus and McLaren 
in 1988. 

The week was devoted to in- 
tensive chassis, engine and tyn 
testing with Benetton using tur- 
bo-powered Ford Engines. 

Benetton, who recently signet 
an exclusive engine contract witf 
Ford for the next two seasons, nil 
be joining the norm ally-aspira tec 
3.5 litre-engined teams in 1988 


Kasparov returns 
home after victory 


MOSCOW (R) — World chess 
king Garry Kasparov has re- 
turned to Moscow saying he was 
looking forward to three years of 
normal life after his 24-game title 
match against challenger Anatoly 
Karpov, TASS News Agency said 
on Tuesday. 

Kasparov, 24, was greeted on 
his return from Seville, Spain, on 
Monday evening by leading 
Soviet chess officials and crowds 
of Soviet fans. He saved his title 
on Saturday through a spectacu- 
lar comeback victory in the final 
game. 

Kasparov, who will hold the 
title for another three years, has 
played 120 games over 40 months 
against Karpov, 36, world chess 
champion for a decade until 1985. 

“You have to change your 
standards of approach after 
that," he told TASS. “It’s like 
higher mathematics. But now I 
have won myself three years of 
normal life and can make plans 
for that long period.” 

Kasparov said he planned to 
rest, recover his strength and 
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work on new ideas before com- 
peting in two international Granc 
Prix tournaments and the Soviet 
National Chess Championship. 

A prolific author, he said hi 
did not plan to write about tht 
latest title match, which he wot 
by levelling the score 12-12 in thi 
final game in a cliff-hanger finis! 
after Karpov moved into the leac 
12-11 by winning the 23rd con 
test. 

“The latest match was a bit of i 
through the looking glass am 
what alice found there' thing fa 
me, and its quality was inferior ft 
that of the previous ones, espe- 
cially the (1986) rematch " ht_ 



BEST PRICES IN TOWN! 
Pianos, organs, guitars. 
Violins, brass, drums. 
Music books... 


Gift ideas for all! 
5th Circle, tel. 821609 


said, with a reference to the war* »«=• * 
of Lewis Carroll. v .. 

Kasparov told the governmen — 
newspaper Izvestia he would di 
vide the Seville match into thro 
stages: The first 22 games, tin 
23rd and the 24th. 

The final game, he said was ; 
psychological test in which Kar 
pov lost patience and failed ft 
find an adequate defence. 

Had the game resulted in i 
draw, Kasparov would have los 
his title. 

Rana refuses 
comment on 
inquiry 

KARACHI (R) — Controversy 

umpire Shakoor Rana refused 

comment on Tuesday about hi 
appearance before an inquir"' 

committe investigating his roO 

with England captain Mike Gat j: 
ting earlier this month. 

Rana and cricket officials con- _ 
firmed that the umpire hat - 
appeared before a two-man in ‘~ 
quiry investigating the indden — 
which threatened England's tou - 
of Pakistan. But they would no.. __ 
comment on the proceedings. \ ■ 


HAPPY HOLIDAY 

The Jordan Green Valley Centre Abdoun is glad 
to offer you a 10% discount when you buy 25 
Jordan dinars all over worth of groceries from its 
supermarket and butchery on the second floor. 

In (he first floor you can find vegetables and 
fruits that come daily from our farms to you Stoo 
& sale. ^ 

Tel. 823153 

Abdoun Circle, Orthodox Club Street. 
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CHILDREN OF 
A LESSER 
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OECD sees worsening trade deficits for southern European states 


PARIS (R) Inflation might cent next year and 2.5 per cent in 
ease slightly, but unemployment 1989 from five per cent this year, 
would remain close to present the report said, 
levels next year in most southern 
European countries, the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development (OECD) 
said on Tuesday. 

Trade deficits in those coun- 
tries, apart from Turkey, were 
likely to worsen as a result of 
'rising consumer demand, it said. 

Spain 

The current account in Spain 
was expected to go into deficit 
over the next two years from a 
small surplus in 1987, despite 
.continuing gains of export market 
' share, the 24-nation economic 
.think tank said in its latest half- 
yearly review. 

Spanish inflation would fall to 
■ *3.75 per cent in 1989 from 5.5 per 
cent this year and unemployment 
,'was expected to fall slightly, 

, 'although staying near one in five 
,.of the workforce. 

; But the growth of Spain’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) was 
forecast to slow to 3.5 per cent 
’.from 4.5 per cent. 

The report also said wage in- 
creases would probably exceed a 
^government four per cent target 
.jfor 1988, but would nevertheless 
‘■remain moderate. 


v Portugal 

Economic growth in Portugal 
should fall to around three per 


,e UECD also predicted a 
sizeable deterioration in the cur- 
rent account balance, which was 
likely to record a $1.5 billion 
deficit in 1989 after a small sur- 
plus this year. 

A further fall in unemploy- 
ment, now eight per cent of the 
workforce, was unlikely but wage 
increases should continue to Be 
moderated in line with a new 
income policy, the report said. 

A policy of price deregulation 
and reduced state subsidies left 
the government less tppm to act 
on rising prices, it said. 

Greece 

Inflation in Greece might fell 
to 12.5 per cent by the turn of 
1988, on the assumption of a rate 
of increase in average pay of 
13.75 per cent next year as well as 
constant trading profit margins 
and a recovery" in productivity, 
the review said. 

Noting that public consump- 
tion and investment were ex- 
pected to be the main elements of 
strength, the OECD said a con- 
tinued moderate recovery of busi- 
ness investment seemed likely. 

Unemployment was likely to 
edge up to nine per cent of the 
workforce in 1989 from eight per 
cent this year, with the current 
account deficit widening in the 
next two years due to higher 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON f R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange ana bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8285/95 

1.3060/70 

1.6303/10 

1.8346/56 

1.3240/50 

34.07/10 

5.5110/60 

II9S/120O 

126.70/80 

5.931X1/50 

6.3725/75 

6.2775/2850 

481.50/482.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices were narrowly mixed in quiet late 
trading as the market lost momentum ahead of the Christmas 
holidays, dealers said. 

Some profittaking was detected Tuesday morning but this was 
offset by news of an attempted dawn raid on Blue Circle shares 
early in the day. Blue Circle stood IZ3p higher at 456 after a high 
of 480. 

James Capel confirmed it was seeking 38 million Blue Circle 
shares or around 15 per cent but dealers said the move, for an 
unidentified buyer, appeared to have met wirh little success. At 
1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index stood 0.4 points lower at 1,749.8. 

Dealers said some 16 million Blue Circle shares had changed 
hands by 1530 GMT, of which around half might be expected to 
be in the hands of the mystery buyer, leaving it well short of the 38 
million shares which would make up a 15 per cent stake. 

Adelaide Steamship has been mentioned as a possible bidder 
for Blue Circle. Adsteam had a 6.85 per cent stake in the 
company in March but may have sold some since then, dealers 
said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
1 Andrea ■— 

6 boy" 

10 Fraud 

14 Unusual 
people 

15 Bar bill 

16 Roman wear 

17 Road curves 

18 Change decor 

19 State firmly 

20 Old car 

21 New Year's 
Eve gadgets 

24 Old-time actor 
Erwin 

25 Trouble 

26 Corgi or rabbit 

27 Harries 

30 Russ, river 
33 Dipper 

35 Privy to 

36 Uncertain 

40 Yeager broke 
It 

43 Pedestal part 

44 GaH 

45 Poets of old 
48 Brawn 

47 Ff- river 

48 Room 

52 Singer Tonne 
54 Existed 
57 Snores e.g. 

61 Choose 

62 Lily plant 

63 A Maxwell 

64 Trunk 

66 Gusset 

67 Heroic 

88 Send ridge 

69 Galaxy 
member 

70 Denomination 

71 Disordered 

DOWN 

1 Go-getters 

2 Beginning 

3 Rang loudly 

4 Anger 

5 Org. 

6 Bitter 

7 Julio Andrews 
film 

8 Current 

9 Molecule part 



,■ i98r Tribune Media SanttM, me 
All llgnu nunmd 


Yesterday's Pnafe Solved; 


10 Vampire's 
undoing 

11 Shack 

12 Ripening 
agents 

13 Sedgy place 

22 Pad acronym 

23 Leather tool 

28 Too 

29 Earth: pref. 

31 — E. Lee 

32 Santa — , 
Calif. 

33 Inc. in Eng. 

34 Exclamation 

35 Concerning 

36 Gershwin and 
Levin 

37 independence 
Day fare 

38 — up 
(disgusted) 

39 Time periods: 
abbr. 

41 Shoshone an 

42 BasebaQ Stat. 

46 Wager 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn naans nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnm 
□nano mu 
□sons rmnnan 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
□nonosananssnan 
nnnnn naan sno 
nnnnon fjsrrsfl 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnrannnnrinfl 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nans ncinnn naan 


47 Hoary 

48 Unejqreeted 
difficulties 

49 Steer 

60 Gr. 
marketplace 

61 Gladden 

53 Put Into law 


55 Church 
sections 
58 Saga 
58 Understands 
SB Ancient Wine 
pitcher 

60 Flower holder 
65 Sugar suffix 



domestic demand and deteriorat- 
ing cost competitiveness. 

Turkey 

The OECD said the outlook 
for 1988 in Turkey was uncertain, 
as the government programme 
and budget had not yet been 
announced. 

But it expected broad orienta- 
tions to remain unchanged, 
although some tightening of fiscal 
policy was possible. 

As employment was expected 
to increase only moderately in 
response to slower output 
growth, the unemployment rate 
in Turkey would probably remain 
high. 

With both exports and imports 
seen growing at a slower pace, 
the current external deficit was 
likely to remain around the $1 
billion level, the OECD said. 

Japan 

The OECD said that Japan’s 
trade surplus is expected to nar- 
row over the next two years as a 
stronger yen leads to a rise in 
imports. 

“The reorientation of Japan’s 
economy from dependence on 
net exports to greater reliance on 
domestic demand has con- 
tinued.” the report said. 

The United States, in particu- 
lar, has pleaded with Japan to 
buy more and export less so as to 
help other nations' economies 
arid prevent a recession as Amer- 
ica cuts its own huge deficits and 
begins to import fewer goods. 

The OECD said Japanese im- 
ports of goods and services were 
projected to increase by 7.5 per 
cent in 1988 and almost five per 
cent in 1989 while exports would 
decrease. 

The Japanese trade surplus, 
therefore, a sore point with sever- 
al other countries, was expected 
to narrow to $93.25 billion in 
1988. from $96.5 billion in 1987. 

It would probably be about 
$92.75 billion in 1989. 

The current account surplus 
was forecast to fell to $79 billion 
in 1989 from $81 billion in 1988 
and $86.5 billion in 1987. 

But the stockmarket crisis, 
which began on Oct. 19, and the 
subsequent yen appreciation had 
created some uncertainty about 
the' prospects Tor the" Japanese 
economy, the report said. 

Because share prices, even af- 
ter their sharp falls, were still 
substantially above last year’s 
level, and given the relatively 
small share of stocks in household 
wealth, the direct impact of the 
crisis on the real economy was 
likely to be small. 

But lower domestic demand in 
the United States could have 
more significant effects through 
lower exports, the OECD said. 

Japan's unemployment was 
forecast to remain stable at three 
per cent in both 1987 and 1988, 
before rising to 3.25 per cent in 
19S9. reflecting slower economic 
growth. 

The survey forecast inflation to 


increase from U.25 per cent in 

1987 to 1.75 per cent in 1988 and 
two per cent in 1989, a modest 
acceleration which the OECD 
said reflected the lagged effects of 
domestic demand growth and the 
reduced impact of earlier yen 
appreciation. 

Domestic demand was forecast 
to grow at an annual rate of over 
four per cent in 1988 after a 
similar expansion in 1987. 

With imports likely to rise fas- 
ter than ex pons, real gross 
national product (GNP). the 
broad measure of the Japan’s 
economic growth, might rise at a 
rate of 3.5 per cent during both 
years, before falling off to three 
per cent in 1989. 

Forecasts suggested that 
Japanese export markets would 
expand by around four per cent in 

1988 and 3.5 per cent in 1989. 

Export volumes were, howev- 
er, expected to increase at 1.5 per 
cent in 1988 and two per cent in 
1989, with Japanese exporters 
persistently losing their market 
share. 

United States 

The OECD said chat the Wall 
Street crash has increased the risk 
of a U.S. recession and America’s 
economy is likely to slow sharply 
in the next two* years. 

Urgent measures were needed 
to cut the federal budget deficit, 
in addition to a package agreed ■ 
by congressional negotiators last 
month, not only for economic 
reasons but to restore markets' 
confidence, the report said. 

The forecast painted a relatively 
gloomy picture of the U.S. eco- 
nomy in 1988 and 1989. . 

“Following the stock market 
crisis the short-run inflation dan- 
ger has receded but a risk of 
recession has become more im- 
mediate." its report said. 

While the annual rate of infla- 
tion would stay at or just under 
four percent, unemployment was 
set to start rising again, domestic 
demand would drop and the trade 
deficit, although falling, would 
remain high, it said. 

Private consumption was ex- 
pected to grow by only one per 
cent a year in volume terms, 
while consumer confidence had 
slumped following the markets 
crash with probable negative _ 
effects for spending and invest 1 
ment. 

The OECD predicted a decline 
in the GNP growth to 1.75 per 
cent in 1989 from 2.5 per cent in 
1988 and 2.75 per cent this year. 
Growth would have been at least 
0.25 per cent higher next year if 
markets had not crashed. 

“The stock market crisis could 
be more deflationary than pro- 
jected if business confidence were 
to be adversely affected ... if 
businesses are concerned about 
the possibility of a recession, such 
fears could become self-falfill- 
ing,” it said. 

But it added that, “confidence 
factors apart, the risk of reces- 
sion is reduced by the fact that 
interest rates have fallen back to 


levels prevailing earlier this 
year.” 

The unemployment rate, which 
has been kept down by the 
buoyancy of the service sector 
and which was forecast to fall to 
six per cent next year from 6.25 
per cent this year, is predicted to 
rise back up* to 6.5 per cent in 
1989. 

Commenting on the budget de- 
ficit reduction package, the 
OECD called for bolder steps 
from the U.S. authorities. 

“Even apart from its economic 
impact, continued progress in re- 
ducing the U.S. budget deficit has 
become a symbol of the willing- 
ness of the U.S. authorities to 
take appropriate measures — 
with important psychological im- 
plications for financial markets,” 
the report noted. 

It said that, without further 
cuts, a slower-than-expected 
growth rate could actually pro- 
duce a budget deficit in the com- 
ing two years larger than the 
present one. 

Turning to the external ba- 
lance, the OECD predicted a 
decline in the current account 
deficit to $105 billion in 1989 
from $134 billion in 1988 and 
$156 billion this year. 

It said that real exports were 
estimated to have grown by 
around 12 per cent in 1987 ana 
manufactured exports by 14 per 
cent, while import volumes had 
risen by five per cent. 

Projecting a further- improve- 
ment in the trend, it forecast the 
trade balance declining to $110 
billion in 1989 from $136 billion 
in 1988 and $156 billion this vear. 


The OECD’s first examination 
of prospects for 1989 also showed 
a father slowdown in growth to 
1.25 per cent. 

The West German government 
has predicted an expansion be- 
tween 1.5 and two per cent next 
year, but was hoping a 15 billion 
mark ($9.3 billion} investment 
package and a cut in interest rates 
might boost growth above two 
per cent. 

The OECD 1988 forecast, 
which was completed before 
West Germany cut its discount 
rate — the rate at which the 
central banks lends to commer- 
cial banks — to a historic low on 
Dec. 3, tallied exactly with an 
outlook from the nation’s inde- 
pendent advisory council in 
November. 

The OECD predicted a slow- 
down in domestic consumer de- 
mand and in production next year 
and in 1989, reflecting an already 
weak pre-crisis outlook. Further 
depressing influences would 
come from declining exports and 
a more expensive mark. 

But, unlike the United States, 
where private shareholders have 
tightened belts after the October 
stock marker crash. West Ger- 
many, with a relatively low num- 
ber of small investors, would suf- 
fer only indirectly. 

“Lower equity prices ... may 
not directly affect consumer de- 
mand to any measurable extent 
since households hold only a 
small part of their financial port- 
folio in equity,” it said. 

“Likewise, direct effects on 
business investment should be 
small ... however, indirect effects 
resulting from exchange rate 
movements and greater unrest in 
financial markets are bound to 
damp activity,” the report noted. 

Unemployment was likely to 
rise to 8.25 per cent of the work- 
force next year and 8.5 per cent in 
19S9 compared with eight per 
cent in 1987. 

On inflation, it said the falling 
dollar had improved the outlook 
relative to earlier expectations. 

Consumer prices should climb 
by around 1.5 to 1.75 per cent in 
1988 and 1989. after 0.75 per cent 
in 1987. 

West Germany has come under 
strong political pressure from the 
United States and European trad- 


West Germany 

The OECD said that the crash 
of 87 and a weaker dollar have 
dampened prospects for West 
German economic growth in 1988 
and 1989. but inflation in 
Europe's most powerful economy 
might fell. 

The OECD cut to 1.5 per cent 
its prediction of West German 
expansion next year from two per 
cent forecast as recently as June. 

The report seemed likely to 
lend weight to calls by the United 
States and European partners for 

West Germany to take- more ing partners to take quick action 
"stepr'to speed" up "domestic roreduce'ro'eliminate its curredt 
growth. account surplus amounting to 

U.S. officials have expressed 
concern that industrial nations 
might enter recession unless West 
Germany and Japan helped to 
pick up the slack in world de- 
mand as the United States tried 
to cut its budget and trade de- 
ficits. 

The OECD said: “Prospects 
for (West German) growth in 
demand and production over the 
next two years have deterio- 
rated." 

"This lies more in the consequ- 
ences of the stock-market crisis 
for international trade and ex- 
change rates, than in any negative 
wealth effects on consumer and 
investment behaviour," it noted. 


account surplus amounting 
$37.1 billion last year. 

But the OECD said: “In dollar 
terms... only a moderate reduc- 
tion of the current external sur- 
plus is foreseen for 1988, with a 
more pronounced adjustment 
thereafter.” 

The current account, a balance 
of a nation’s performance in mer- 
chandise trade and financial 
items, would ease to $41 billion 
□ext year from $44 billion in 
1987. and then contract more 
swiftly to $32 billion in 1989. 
Because the initial effect of the 
mark’s rise is to make imports 
cheaper, the fall in the surplus 
would only be slight next year, it 
said. 


Peanuts 


this is my Address.. 
YOU CAN SEND MY 
CHRISTMAS CARD THERE 
“ZC 


(WHAT ABOUT 
\YOUR NAME?, 

~nr A 



WELL, TODAY IM LYDIA .. 
LAST WEEK I CALLED 
MY5ELF REBECCA,6UT 
I ALSO LIKE RACHEL... 
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Economists 
expect financial 
difficulties for 

Saudi Arabia 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia is set to draw down 
foreign r serves in 1988 to plug another 'large 
budget deficit as the iran-Iraq war dictates high 
defence spending and oil revenues stagnate, Gulf- 
based economists said. 


But after four years of reces- 
sion and five years of budget 
shortfalls totalling more than $40 
billion, economists say Saudi 
Arabia cannot keep spending re- 
serves indefinitely. 

“The revenue" problem will 
come to a head in three to five 
years." said one banker. “The 
government can’t go on forever 
taking $10 to $15 billion out of 
reserves (each year)." 

The kingdom is expected to 
announce ns 1988 budget next 
week and economists forecast 
another year of deficit spending. 

On the revenue side, an inter- 
national oil glut offers Saudi Ara- 
bia — the world’s largest oil 
exporter — little hope of bridging 
the shortfall through higher 
prices or production. 

On the expenditure side, eco- 
nomists doubt the kingdom will 
take the politically unpopular 
step of cutting public sector salar- 
ies or subsidies which would hurt 
living standards. 

The kingdom's 1987 budget, 
based on the Western calendar 
year, foresaw spending of 170.0 
billion riyals ($45.3 billion) and 
revenue of 117.3 billion ($31.3 
billion). 

The projected 52.7 billion riyal 
deficit — roughly $14 billion — is 
to be bridged from reserves built 
up during the oil boom of the late 
1970s and early 19S0s. 

Economists expect the new 
budget to show few changes, with 
a continued strong emphasis on 
defence which in 1987 ate up 35.8 
per cent of total planned expendi- 
ture. 

Hopes earlier this year the Un- 


ited Nations could negotiate a 
Gulf war ceasefire have receded 
and bankers expect more spend- 
ing on internal security after 
clashes between Saudi police and 
Iranian pilgrims in the holy city of 
Mecca, in July. 

Saudi Arabia has given no in- 
dication of the outcome of 1987's 
budget and although the final 
deficit may not be the full $14 
billion, economists still estimate 
it will deplete reserves to the tune 
of at least $8 billion. 

Oil revenue this year may have 
been up to 15 billion riyals ($4 
billion) more than the 65.2 billion 


($17.4 billion) projected, re fleet- 
readier 1987 world oil prices. 
ie Organisation of Petroleum 


Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
new production and price agree- 
ment sealed in Vienna a week ago 
held official prices at. $18 per 
barrel and Saudi Arabia’s quote 
was left unchanged at 4.34J mil- 
lion barrels per day. 

Economists said that would 
appear io set the kingdom on 
target for a steady 80 billion riyals 
($21.3 billion) of oil revenue in 
1988 provided the fragile world 
market or OPECs price and 
quota discipline does not deterio- 
rate further. 

Just how much money Saudi 
Arabia has in its reserves is a 
closely guarded secret, but eco- 
nomists put liquid assets at about 
$40 billion. In 1986, the king- 
dom's investment managers are 
thought to have had a bumper 
year of profits on international 
bond markets. 


U.S. Congress passes 
deficit-cutting package 


WASHINGTON (R) — Con- 
gress approved bills early on 
Tuesday to cut the U.S. budget 
deficit by $76 billion over two 
years and now only President 
Reagan's signature is needed to 
enact them into law. 

After some bruising political 
fights over the contents of the two 
measures — especially over aid to 
U.S.-backed Nicaraguan contra 
rebels — the Democrat-control- 
led Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives passed compromise 
bills aimed at satisfying President 
Reagan's objections and de- 
mands. 


Although the deficit package 
came in response to unrest on the 
financial markets after the global 
stock market crash in mid-Octo- 
ber, the most emotional debate as 
the U.S. headed towards a pres- 
idential election year in 1988 
dealt with the continued funding 
for tbe_t7.S.-backed insurgents. 

The $600 billion spending bill 
for the entire U.S. government 
barely passed in the House of 
Representatives with a vote of' 
209 in favour, 208 against. It had 
an easier ride in the Senate, 
passing on a vote of 59 to 30. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 





Andy Capp 



“I have to work late tonight. I 
hired old Mrs. Murdock to baby-sit 
you until I get home." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| $ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary Words. 


How about 
soma bread, 
old man? 


Oh, theyTeafl 
aUtoat mat age 


Qj 

IPASE 


n 

r > 

□ 

wm 

•Kjssas 1 



YERME 

□ 


in 

T r 

-L.A. 


I 



DASSIT 

□ 


rp 


CLIPAD 


u 

=c 



SOME MEMBERS- OF 
THE YOUNGS* 

| GENERATION MAY 3E 

alike in many 

OF THESE. 

V- 

Now arrange the cooled letters to 

tonn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


wmn- rTTTTTTTT 


(Answers t omorrow ) 

Yesterday's | JurnW ** PLUSH LIGHT AVOWAL BICKER 
I Answer: What that conceited actor does every I 
looks in die minor— TAKES A BOW 


t time he' 





















Kim Young-Sam’s party to take| SSS 1 


part in General Assembly polls 


SEOUL (R) — Kim Young'Sam, runner-up in last 
week’s South Korean presidential election, said on 
Tuesday he would sanction election law-reform talks 
between his party and that of President-Elect Roh 
Tae-Woo. 


However, he repeated his call 
for popular protests against last 
Wednesday's poll, which he 
claims was rigged by Mr. Roh. 
and vowed to lead a “popular 
struggle to nullify the result by 
peaceful and non-violent means." 

The Washington-based Inter- 
national Human Rights Law 
Group, which sent observers to 
last week's election in South 
Korea, said on Monday it had no 
data to support opposition 
charges of widespread govern- 
ment fraud in the balloting. 

The law reform talks are 
needed before elections can be 
held for the National Assembly. 
South Korea's parliament. 

Earlier this year, the govern- 
ment and opposition groups 
agreed to hold parliamentary 


elections as soon as possible after 
the presidential election, but Mr. 
Kim said they should not be 
before April. 

The ruling Democratic Justice 
Party (DJP) wants elections be- 
fore Mr. Roh takes over the 
presidency on Feb. 25. the day 
after incumbenr Chun Doo Hwan 
ends his seven-year term. 

"Our party will start negotia- 
tions on revising the National 
Assembly laws later this month or 
in January." Mr. Kim told a press 
conference. 

He said his Reunification 
Democratic Party would "emerge 
as the majority party to help end 
the military regime." 

Mr. Roh" has" also been urging 
hi* supporters to start working for 


the assembly elections. 

"The next task for our party is 
to win a ma jority of seats. Do not 
be too self-confident, and iry 
hard to gain support from vo- 
ters." he told a party meeting on 
Tuesday. 

DJP officials said Mr. Roh was 
like!) to announce a party reshuf- 
fle to prepare for the eleeiions. 
and 27 members of rhe parry 
Central Executive Committee 

had already resigned to give Mr. 
Roh a free hand. 

Political analysts have said that 
if Kim Young-Sam and his rival 
Kim Dae-Juna unite and win an 
assembly majority, the opposi- 
tion could limit Mr. Roh's free- 
dom of action as president. 

There has been no official reac- 
tion yet from Kim Dae- 
Jung's Party for Peace and 
Democracy (PDP). 

Post-election violence has 
flared in several cities in the past 
five days but in general the coun- 
try have been calm. 


Kim Young-Sam urged the 
cabinet to resign and take respon- 
sibility for what he called unpre- 
cedented election irregularities. 

Both he and Kim Dae- 
Jung have admitted the opposi- 
tion lost in the first direct pres- 
idential elections for lb years 
partly because of their failure to 
field" a single candidate. 

The two' Kims together polled 
55 per cent of the total votes cast 
while Mr. Roh took 36.6 per 
cent. 

"I deeply repent for failing to 
field a single opposition candi- 
date ... 1 apologise for ii. But 1 
could have won the election if it 
had been conducted bv fair 
means." Kim Young-Sam said. 

Kim Dae-Jung said on 

Monday in a front-page newspap- 
er advertisement thauhe election 
was rigged. He also apologised 
for failing to agree on a single 
candidate. "M_v responsibility' is 
too great to endure. And I apolo- 
gise for it." he said. 


3 convicted in New York racial death 


NEW YORK (R) — Three white 
youths were convicted of man- 
slaughter on Monday and another 
was acquitted in the death of a 
black man in a racial clash that 
attracted international attention. 

Two of the youths who had 
been charged with murder were 
convicred on the lesser charge of 
manslaughter. 

"Murderer, murderer," a spec- 
tator yelled when he heard the 
verdict. He was escorted from the 
courtroom by court officers. 

The jury "deliberated for 12 
days before reaching its verdict. in 
the highly publicised case. 

All four were accused of chas- 
ing Michael Griffiths, a 23-year- 


old black, onto a busy highway 
that cuts through the all-white 
district where he was killed by a 
passing car on Dec. 20. 1966. 

The two youths who had been 
charged with murder were Scotr 
Kern. IS. and Jon Lester. 18. 
They were found guilty of man- 
slaughter along" with Jason 
Ladone. 17. 

Michael Pirrone. IS. was ac- 
quitted of all charges. 

Kern. Lester and Ladone were 
also convicted of assault. 

According to witnesses. Grif- 
fiths was running across the high- 
way in the Howard Beach neigh- 
bourhood in the borough "of 


Queens to escape a gang of white 
youths who had confronted him 
and two other blacks outside a 
pizza parlour. 

A second black, Cedric Sandi- 
ford. 37. was beaten with a base- 
ball bat. tree limbs and a tyre 
lever. 

A third black. Timothy 
Grimes. 19. escaped unhurt after 
pulling out a knife to keep a gang 
of white teenagers at bay. ' 

The encounter began when a 
car driven by the blacks broke 
down in Howard Beach. 

The incident was the worst 
racial attack in New York City in 
years and sparked racial tension. 


BBC apologises for leaking queen’s speech 


LONDON (R) - The British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
apologised on Monday for an 
unprecedented leak of Queen 
Elizabeth’s embargoed Christmas 
message and said its royal repor- 
ter would be transferred to 
another job. 

A BBC statement said court 
correspondent Michael Cole. 44. 
gave other reporters details of the 
pre-recorded television address, 
which attacked Irish nationalist 
guerrillas, on the assumption that 
the information would not be 
published. 

But six national newspapers 


broke a 35-vear-old protocol by 
printing details on Saturday of 
the address, which will be broad- 
cast to Commonwealth countries 
on Christmas D3y. 

"The BBC apologised today 
for the breach of the embargo on 
the queen's Christmas broadcast 
, by one of its correspondents." the 
BBC said in a statement. 

Mr. Cole told reporters: "I 
have never been a mole (secret 
informant) and 1 never shall be 
...from the very moment I knew 
my confidentiality was being bet- 
rayed J told the BBC rhe full 
facts. 


"My hands are clean... I acted 
with "honour, whatever others 
may have done." he said. 

The newspapers said the 
queen attacked the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) bombing of a 
memorial "service last month in 
Enniskillen. Northern Ireland, in 
which II people were killed. 

James Whitaker, who wrote a 
front-page story- based on Cole's 
comments in the tabloid Daily 
Mirror, regretted the incident". 
“We have betrayed that man in 
the most disgusting manner and I 
hope we can Jive with ourselves," 
he said. 


Thatcher vows to fight on 
despite Spycatcher defeat 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
vowed to fight to the end in her 
bid to ban publication of former 
secret agent Peter Wright's 
memoirs in Britain despite a set- 
back in the high court on 
Monday. 

“Our duty as a government is 
to see that people wno work in 


the security services don’t di- 
vulge secrets... We shall continue 
to take thai (case) to the highest 
possible court of appeal," Mrs. 
Thatcher said in an interview with 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) news. 

The highest legal body in Bri- 
tain is the House of Lords, the 
upper house of parliament. 


China jails U.S.-educated student 


PEKING (R) — China has jailed 
a U.S.-educated student for two 
years for inciting campus protests 
and accused a dissident Chinese 
magazine based in New York of 
“betraying the motherland,’* the 
official media said on Tuesday. 

A Shanghai Court convicted 


Yang Wei. 32, for "conducting 
demagogical propaganda for 
counter-revolutionary ends" dur- 
ing China's wave of demonstra- 
tions calling for democracy and 
freedom laie in 19S6. People’s 
Dailv said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

C 1SIP Tnujna Meal Swinem |n t 


AS EASY AS MAKING A MOVIE 


Neither vulnerable. Suuih dval> 

NORTH 

* 10 9 74 
‘?Q10863 

v K 7 3 

*2 

WEST EAST 

4KQ5 4J2 

TA742 TJ9 

v Q 8 v 10964 

4 K 9 6 3 4 Q J 10 8 7 

SOUTH 
4 A 8 6 3 
<?K5 
v A J 5 2 
4 A 5 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 v Pass 

2 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 4 

Bridge players at the Fall North 

American Championships In Atlan- 
ta had a surprise visitor. Omar 
Shariff was in the country on a 
promotional tour, and he took a 
few days off to play some bridge. It 
did not take him long to come up 
with a pretty defense in the Swiss 
Team event. 

After a strong no trump opening 
bid by South and a Jacoby Transfer 
Bid by North. South became declaim 
er at a contract of-two hearts. Sha- 
rif led the queen of spades, which 
by agreement asked his partner. 


Tannah Hirsch, president of Gorcn 
International, inc . whether he 
liked the suit or not East's deuce 
was discouraging. Declarer won 
the ace. crossed to the king of dia- 
monds in dummy and tried a low 
trump u» I hi* nine and king. Sharif 
ducked *.moothly! 

Not surprisingly, declarer con- 
tinued with .i trump to the ten. and 
the hand collapsed. East won the 
Jack and shifted lo the queen of 
clubs Declarer took his ace. then 
used a club ruff as the entry to the 
table for a diamond finesse. Sharif 
was delighted to win the queen. 
Declarer's failure to play on spades 
made it a certainty that East held 
the jack, so the hand was an open 
book. Sharif cashed the ace of 
trumps and then resorted to a club, 
forcing the table's last trump. The 
defenders took the rest of the 
tricks for down two. 

At the other table North used the 
Stayman Convention over his 
partner's one no trump opening 
bid, and as a resuit Sharif's team- 
mates ended in a contract of two 
spades. They made nine tricks in 
that contract, so the Sharif team 
gained 6 International Match 
Points on the hand. Had they dc#ne 
as well on the rest of the boards, 
they would have won the event! 


Tamil rebel 
hit man 
caught in 
Colombo 

COLOMBO (R) — Internecine 
fighting among Tamil rebels in Sri 
Lanka’s north and east has spilled 
over into the capital where three 
men have been killed and a hit 
man has been captured, police 
officials said on Tuesday. 

Police said a man armed with 
an automatic weapon shot Tamil 
guerrilla leader Nagaratnam Siva- 
sankar on Monday at the capital’s 
Welawatta area, also known as 
"little Jaffna" because many 
Tamils live there. 

Police said the victim was an 
area leader of the Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam in rhe north- 
ern peninsula of Jaffna, where 
about 800.000 Tamils live. 

A senior police official said the 
gunman gave up after a chase and 
later confessed that he was sent 
from Mannar, in the north, by the 
People’s Liberation Organisation 
of Tamils Eelam to kill all Tiger 
leaders in the capital. 

Nagaratnam was the third 
Tamil man shot dead in Welawat- 
ta. All were killed with the same 
calibre bullets and police have 
not ruled out the possibility that 
the same person carried out all 
the shootings. 

“The rivalry among the Tamil 
rebels has been brought down to 
Colombo." the police official 
said. 

He said there were about 500 
youths living in Welawatta and in 
kotahena, another Tamil area in 
Colombo, who arrived recently 
from Jaffna and were suspectea 
of having links with the Tigers 
and three other rival factions. 

Military officials said 12 Tigers 
were killed and 10 wounded by 
Indian soldiers in clashes on Sun- 
day during a cordon and search 
operation in Jaffna. 

About 35 Tiger members were 
also captured, they said. 


14 killed in 
U.S. 

helicopter 

crash 

NEW ORLEANS (R) — A heli- 
copter slammed into an oil drill- 
ing rig in the Gulf of Mexico and 
exploded on Monday, killing 14 
people and critically injuring^ the 
lone survivor, the U.S. Coast 
Guard said. 

The Aerospatiale Puma heli- 
copter crashed as it was landing 
to bring in a drilling crew for a 
two-week Christmas stint, 
according to officials at Pet- 
roleum Helicopters Inc. (PHI) in 
Lafayette, Louisiana, which own- 
ed and operated the helicopter. 

A PHI spokeswoman said 
there were la passengers, a pilot 
and co-pilot aboard the helicop- 
ter. but the company withheld the 
identities of the dead and injured 
until relatives could be notified. 
The lone survivor was a passen- 
ger. she said. 

Rig worker Dudley Forrestall 
said the tail of the helicopter 
seemed to dip the rig’s landing 
platform before it crashed onto 
the rig itself and exploded. 

Forrestall said of the lone sur- 
vivor: “I saw him crawling out of 
the fire. He was still burning all 
over, God help him." 

The PHI spokeswoman said 
there were no other casualties 
aboard the rig. 


SANTO DOMINGO (R) - A 
second round of Nicaraguan 
peace talks was called off on 
Tuesday after U.S.-backed con- 
tra rebels refused to meet two 
foreigners appointed to negotiate 
a ceasefire on behalf of the left- 
wing Sandinista government. 

“We have reached an impas- 
se." Roman Catholic Church 
mediator Cardinal Miguel Oban- 
dn Y Bravo told reporters after 
seven hours of indirect talks late 
on Monday night failed to pro- 
duce agreement on how to 
arrange 'face-to-face talks. 

He'said the rebels had refused 
to meet West German Politician 
Hans-Juergen Wischnewski and 
American lawyer Paul Richler 
without the presence of at least 
one official of the ruling Sandinis- 
ta National Liberation Front. 

The government, meanwhile, 
rejected" participation of any offi- 
cial in direct negotiations. 

The cardinal said he hoped 
each side would reconsider. No 
further meetings were scheduled 
and the church delegation would 
return to Managua as planned on 


Tuesday, he added. 

Meanwhile President Daniel 
(Jrtega said Nicaraguan govern- 
ment troops are pursuing contra 
rebels as they flee for the Hon- 
duran border after attacking min- 
ing towns in north eastern Nicar- 
agua. 

Mr. Ortega told the Nicara- 
guan congress in a speech on 
Monday that government ln>ops 
had driven the rebels from two 
towns hut were still fighting the 
contras in a third. Bonanza. 

lie said government troops 
were chasing the rebels as they 
fled toward Honduras after 
attacking the towns of Rosita and 
Siuna on Sunday. The towns are 
located about 65 kilometres from 
the Honduran border and about 
24(1 kilometres north east of Man- 
agua. 

The Nicaraguan Defence 
Ministry said on Monday that 23 
government soldiers and 24 con- 
tra rebels were killed in the fight- 
ing over the three towns. At least 
53 civilians wounded in Siuna. it 
said. 


Kenya-Uganda border 
reopens to vehicle traffic 

NAIROBI (R) — Vehicles began 
moving across the Kenya-Uganda 
border on Tuesday, eight days 
after it was closed by an outbreak 
of shooting between the two 
countries' security forces. 

Police sources and people liv- 
ing at the border told Reuters by 
telephone that trucks from Ugan- 
da and third countries such as 
Rwanda. Burundi and Zaire be- 
gan crossing the border at 
Malaba. ' 

The border had been closed 
since deteriorating relations be- 
tween Kenya and Uganda 
erupted into three days of clashes 
last week in which at least 15 


people were killed. 

The Kenyan port of Mombasa 
is the main outlet to the sea for 
Uganda. Burundi and Rwanda 
and there is also considerable 
traffic for eastern Zaire. 

Most of their fuel arrives 
through Kenya and despite fuel 
rationing all filling stations in 
Kampala ran out of petrol over 
the weekend. 

Ugandan Railway officials and 
shipping sources in Mombasa said 
more than 5,000 tonnes of Ugan- 
dan imports bad piled up in Ke- 
nyan railway sidings awaiting the 
resumption of wagon ferry ser- 
vices across Lake Victoria. 


Son Satin to join talks if 
Hanoi pledges quick pullout 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Kampuchean resistance leader 
Son Sann said Tuesday he will 
participate in talks .with the pro- 
Vietnamese Kampuchean gov- 
ernment if Hanoi pledges to the 
United Nations to withdraw all 
troops from Kampuchea as soon 
after the talks as possible. 

Son Sann clarified his position 
on talks held this month between 
another resistance leader. Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, and Kam- 
puchean Prime Minister Hun 
Sen. 

Son Sann's group, the Khmer 
People's National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF), has joined Siha- 
nouk’s forces and those of the 
Khmer Rouge in a coalition bat- 


tling the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment arid an estimated 140,000 
Vietnamese troops. Sihanouk 
and Hun Sen have said all four 
Kampuchean parties should par- 
ticipate in future talks. 

“I wish to be able to participate 
in a personal capacity in a meet 
ing between the Kampuchean 
parties if Vietnam is attending. 
Son Sann, a former prime minis- 
ter, said in the statement issued 
by his Bangkok office. 

The United Nations recognises 
the resistance coalition as Kam- 
puchea's government and has 
overwhelmingly passed annual 
resolutions calling for an immedi- 
ate Vietnamese withdrawal and 
U.N.-supervised elections 


U.N. Assembly approves budget 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
General Assembly has suspended 
its 42nd annual session after 
approving a record SI. 769 billion 
budget for the two-year period 
1988-1989 and urging all mem- 
bers to pay their dues on lime. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar had proposed a total 
of $1.68 billion for the next two 
years. 

But extra cash had to be 
budgeted due to inflation and a 
fall in the value of the dollar, 
resulting in higher operating costs 
for U.N. centres 

The vote on the budget was 146 
to one. with three abstentions. 

Israel cast the only negative 
vote, saying nearly $9 million 
would go for what "it considered 
anti-Israeli activities and because 
it had from the start been ex- 
cluded from the U.N. Economic 


and Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia. 

The United States. Australia* 
and Japan cast the abstentions, 
feeling the budget was bigger 
than warranted and that much of 
the inflationary extras could have 
been absorbed. 

When the assembly two years 
ago approved a $1,663 billion 
budget for 1986-1987 the United 
States and most of the Soviet 
Bloc voted against it, as they had 
done for several years. 

The session, which opened on 
Sept. 15 and broke a week late 
for the year-end holidays, was 
addressed by 13 heads of state, 10 
heads of government and 108 
foreign ministers. 

The assembly was suspended 
rather than adjourned because it 
may reconvene some time in 198S 
to deal with the organisation’s 


mounting financial problems. 

These are largely due to the 
failure of some members, includ- 
ing the United States, the biggest 
contributor, to pay their U.N. 
budget dues in full and on time. 

Although assessed 25 per cent 
of the budget, the United States 
has so far paid only $100 million 
of its 1987 assessed contribution 
of $212 million, partly due to 
Washington’s own budget tight- 
ening and partly to encourage the 
implementation of a package of 
reforms approved by the Assem- 
bly last year. 

A decision about reconvening 
will be made by the Assembly 
President Peter Florin, who is an 
East German deputy foreign 
minister, in consultation with 
Secretary General Perez de Cuel- 
lar and the chairman of the re- 
gional groups. 


Stalin hid millions of deaths in ’30s — report 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet 
magazine says Josef Stalin altered 
census figures in the 1930s, hiding 
millions of deaths that resulted 
from poor harvests and his rapid 
industrialisation and collectivisa- 
tion of fanning. 

An article in the weekly maga- 
zine Ogonyok by demographer 
Mark Tolls was another blow to 
Stalin's legacy and appeared to 
make the strongest case yet in the 
official press that his policies 
were partially to blame for the 
famine. 

Western scholars have blamed 
Stalin’s policies for millions of 
deaths in the early 1930s and have 
said the suffering of that period 
was perhaps worse than the bet- 
ter-known purges later in the 
decade. 

But previously the Soviets have 
attributed the suffering, which 
was especially severe in the 
breadbasket regions of the north- 
ern Caucasus and the Ukraine, 


on a crop failure. 

Ogonyok, which has been in 
the forefront of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's policy of greater open- 
ness on some issues, published 
the article in its latest edition. 

Farmers were forced onto col- 
lective farms beginning in 1929. 
Ogonyok said the Ukraine and the 
northern Caucasus region had an 
extremely poor harvest in 1932, 
just as Stalin was demanding 
heavy requisitions of grain to sell 
abroad to finance his indus- 
trialisation programme. 

“Hunger gripped first of all 
that part of the population of the 
country which normally fed it. 
Children suffered first. Whole 
families died in the villages. It is 
known that in order to fulfill the 
plan in those difficult circumst- 
ances in many places all the grain 
was called for procurement, with- 
out exception,” it said. 

Soviet purchases of machinery 
and equipment, required by Sta- 
lin for his industrialisation drive. 


made up about one-third of the 
world exports in 1931 and almost 
half in 1932, Ogonyok said. “But 
what could we sell in exchange? 
Just a few things, including 
grain." 

In 1933, milk production was 
no higher than it had been during 
the height of the Russian civil war 
12 years earlier because many 
cattie died, Ogonyok said. 

In a speech "marking the 70th 
anniversary of Soviet power in 
early November, Mr. Gorbachev 
sharply criticised Stalin’s "enor- 
mous and unforgiveable crimes," 
but said the policy of rapid in- 
dustrial growth and collectivisa- 
tion of agriculture of the early 
1930s was the only path the 
Soviet Union could have fol- 
lowed. 

Ogonyok said the difficulties of 
the period have been covered 
over for decades in official history 
by the formula "difficulties of the 
period of industrialisation and 
collectivisation." 
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Gold most expensive on Christmas list 

NEW YORK ( AP) — At Monday’s prices gold would have been 
the most expensive item on the Christmas shopping list <>f j{j e 
three wise men who according to the Bible brought gifts to the 
infant Jesus in Bethlehem. The three magi brought gifts of gold 
frankincense and myrrh. Gold was quoted at $480 a troy ounce in 
New York on Monday. Myrrh costs $2.25 a pound in New York 
this week and the price of frankincense was $2. 10 a pound. A troy 
ounce is 31.1 grammes ami 2.2 pounds equals one kilo. 

Theft of 2,249 manhole covers brings chaos 

PEKING (R) — Thieves who stole 2.249 manhole covers tea sell 
hack lo government departments have brought chaos to the 
streets of a north China city, an official newspaper said on 
Tuesday. Gaping holes in roads left by the gang in Xianyang, 
Shaanxi province, are a grave menace to night-time cyclists and 
have cost the state more than J2(UXiA yuan ($32,MO) in 
replacements, the China Legal News .said. The newspaper .said a 
chrid who fell into unc drain had almost been killed and that 
sewers blocked by rubbish thrown into open manholes had 
overflowed. The thieves keep some of the covers for their own 
use, the newspaper said, but they also use connections to sell most 
back to government departments. 

Burmese seek to rid capital of rats 

RANGOON (R) — Burma’s authorities, normally coy about 
social problems in their tightly-controlled society, have called for 
a pied piper to rid Rangoon of rats. The official Vanguard 
newspaper, in an editorial headlined "Pied Piper, Wherefore Art 
Thou?," blamed rats for damaging pavements, the foundation of 
buildings and telephone lines. “There is no building free from 
these animals," it said on Tuesday. Rangoon, a once stately 
capital built during colonial British rule, has steadily decayed 
from neglect under post-war military rule, during which the 
once-prosperous country has become one of Asia's poorest. 
“Entire (rat) communities make their homes where there are 
sources of food,” the Vanguard added, saying the rats thrived 
because homes and workplaces were not kept free of rubbish. The 
paper said there was an urgent need for a pied piper — the 
legendary figure who attracted rats from the German town of 
Hamlin by playing on a pipe. 

‘Hole’ found in antarctic ozone layer 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian scientists conducting experiments in 
the antarctic say they have discovered a mysterious ‘hole’ in the 
earth's ozone layer over the icy continent. “This is one of the most 
challenging things we have ever come across in atmospheric 
chemistry." Dr. H.P. Rajan, a member of India’s sixth expedition 
to the antarctic, which returned recently, told the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) on Tuesday. "Whatever the source is, we need to 
understand it, because "this is a change in the ozone that is of 
absolutely unprecedented proportions,” Dr. Rajan said. Scien- 
tists have warned that pollution is destroying the ozone layer, the 
Earth's main shield against the sun's ultraviolet rays, and could 
lead to a rise in cases of skin cancer. Dr. Rajan was quoted as 
saying a major worry was that the cause of the 'hole' is still 
unclear. He said scientists discovered it while launching balloons 
to the atmosphere above antarctica but gave no other details. 

Law to make judges more accountable 

ROME (R) — The Italian Chamber of Deputies on Monday 
L^pprove^a draft law under which judges could be liable to heavy 
civil damages for making mistakes. The law. which has been 
strongly criticised by magistrates, passed by 384 votes to 74 with 
14 abstentions and now goes to the Senate for further considera- 
tion. Justice Minister Giuligno Vassalli said after the vote that 
every part of the law had been subject to heated debate. The draft 
was drawn up following referendums in November in which 
Ftalians voted overwhelmingly to make the judicial svstem more 
accountable to the public for its mistakes. The draft passed on 
Monday would make the state responsible for paying damages to 
a citizen in the case of major mistakes by judges but in turn 
enables the state to reclaim damages from the judiciary equalling 
up to one third their annual salary. The law also lays down the 
grounds for claims against the magistrates and the possible 
sanctions to be applied as well as specific guarantees to protect 
judicial independence. "Only those judges who hide behind 
political curtains have anything to fear," said Liberal Alfredo 
Biondi. Magistrates have argued that the politicians are trying to 
shift the blame for bad laws onto them and fear judges may 
become vulnerable to rich and powerful groups such as organised 
crime or even the politicians themselves. 

Painting of nude wins prize 

PEKnMG (AP) — A painting including a nude has won a prize at 
a Chinese art show for the first time, an official newspaper said 
Tuesday. The China Daily said ‘The Earth.' painted by Wei 
Ershen and Hu Jianchetig of north east China's Liaoning 
province, was one of 15 paintings cited at a national oil painting 
exhibition in Shanghai. The paper did not further describe the 
painting. But it quoted Ge Weimo, a leading member of the 
Chinese Artists' Association, as saying, "although The Earth is 
not perfect in its proportion and composition, it gives us a sense of 
punty with a simple, implicit style." The paper'said one abstract 
painting also won a prize at the exhibition, which features 439 oil 
paintings. Communist China long has frowned on abstract 
painting and suppressed the depiction of nudes on the grounds 
that such art showed decadent influences. 

Power cut blacks out religious drama 

NEW DELHI (R) — Flushed with righteous anger, viewers in 
North India set fire to an electricity company office and blocked a 
road after a power cut blacked out their favourite television Gods 
on Sunday, the United News of India reported. The exploits of 
the Hindu God. told in the ancient epic the Ramayana. are 
compulsive Sunday morning viewing for millions of Indians, 
bcores of people blocked the Jammu-Pathankot Highway for 
about two hours to protest against the power cut. 

16 escape injury in belly landing 

YUMA, Arizona (AP) — A Skywest airlines commuter plane 
landed on its belly Sunday after its landing gear locked up, and all 
16 people aboard escaped injury, officials said. The 21-seat, 
twm-propeller plane suffered only minor damage in the 2,100 
-toot (640-metre) slide down a runway at Yuma International 
Airport, said Ron Reber, a Skywest vice president at the airline’s- 
headquarters in St. George, Utah. Flight 5750 was on approach to 
rnoentx Sky Harbour Airport with 14 passengers and a crew of 
two when the pilot, Charles Wanless, was unable to lower part of 
the landing gear, Reber said. Wanless flew the Fairchild 
Metroliner past the control tower at Sky Harbour to confirm that 
the gear had not shaken free and agreed to fly on to Yuma louse 
up as much foe! as possible and avoid tying up the Phoenix 
airport, Reber said. Crash crews from the Yuma Marine Air 
Mahon, which shares two runways with the airport, stood by as 
S’ 3nded ° n its ^ but were no flames from the 

Tim we I e evacuated “^ly, said Warrant Officer 

Tim Bennett, chief spokesman for the air station. 



